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नई दिल्ली, शुक्रवार, मार्च 21, 1997 / फाल्गुन 30 , 1918 
NEW DELHI, FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 1997 / PHALGUNA 30 , 1918 


इस भाग में भिन्न पृष्ठ संख्या दी जाती है जिससे कि यह अलग संकलन के रूप में रखा जा सके । 
Separate paging is given to this part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation , 


The following Bills were introduced in Lok Sabha on 21.3 .97 . 


BILL No. 1 } OF 1996 


A Bill to provide for the right to trace one s lineage from the side of one smother, 


Beit enacted by Parliament in the Forty-Seventh Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


1. This Act may be called the Mother s Lineage Act, 1996. 


Shon lille 


Establishineni 
of lineage. 


2. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in force 
throughoul the territory of India , it shall be unlawful for any Government, authority or 
person , lo compel any other person who is a citizen of India to fill and sign any form , 
statutory or non- statutory, official or non- official, which provides for establishing a pcr 
son s lineage only through his or her father or to prohibit him or her to write his or her 
mother s name instcad . 
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. 


Right to refuse 
to fill forms in 
certain cases . 


Misdemeanour 
under the Act. 


Penaltics. 


3. After the coming into force of this Act, it shall be lawful for any citizen of India to 
refuse to fill a form requiring him or her to give his or her father s name or her husband s 
name and which does not give him or her the option to give the name of his or her mother. 

4 . It shall be a grave misdemeanour under this Act for any person to describe any 
citizen of India as " bastard ". 

5. ( 1) Whosoever compels any citizen of India to act in a manner contrary to the 
provisions of sections 2 and 3 of this Act or discriminates against any citizen on the 
ground of the citizen s refusal to act in a manner which is against the provisions of these 
sections, shall be punishable witu rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to , 
one month and fine of five hundred rupees or one month s imprisonment in lieu thereof. 

( 2) The misdemeanour mentioned in section 4 shall be punishable with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year and a fine of five hundred rupees 
or one month s imprisonment in lieu thereof. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
The seven revolutions that are currently moulding the destiny of mankind are inter 
related revolutions. Important among these revolutions is the transformation of the man 
woman relationship and the establishment of equality between the two sexes. In order to 
make the man -woman equality a reality , the human mind will have to liberate itself from 
many obsolete concepts which are associated with the possessive, property -conscious, 
male- dominated society. 

The concept of " illegitimacy " and the practice of tracing one s lineage solely from 
the father s side is one such reactionary and fossilised concept. The reactionary attitudes, 
which form tho unspelt basis of the present official and non - official practices, and decisions 
of the courts will have to be discarded completely if the egalitarian principles of the 
Constitution are to conform and elevate our social life. 

In India, there has been going on for the last three thousand years a conflict between 
the liberal attitude on the one hand and the orthodox standpoint on the other. The story of 
the sage Jabali is well known. This “ illegitimate " son of his mother when questioned 
about the identity of his father pleaded ignorance , went to his mother and when informed 
that she could not say definitely who his father was, came back and gave a truthful 
account of what his mother had told him . For his fearless and truthful utterance the 
people of ancient India not only honoured him but canonised him as a sage. The present 
reactionary attitudes, therefore , are contrary to the liberal spirit to which the legend of 
Jabali bears witness. 

The life of thousands of people and their mothers is being made miserable because 
of the fossilised attitudes that prevail in our society today. This Bill seeks to remove the 
stigma of “ illegitimacy" from those thousands of unfortunate people, “ illegitimate " sons 
and daughters of their mothers, who are being persecuted by society for no fault of theirs. 


New Delhi; 
November 6 , 1996 . 


SUMITRA MAHAJAN 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


[PART - II 


VW 


Bill No. 29 of 1997 


A Bill to provide for the facilities of telephone and post and telegraph office in all the 

villages of the country . 


Be it cnacted by Parliament in the Forty -eighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


Short lille and 
commence 
mnent 


1. ( 1 ) This Act may be called the livision of Communication Facilities in every 
village Act, 1997 . 


(2 ) It shall come into force at once. 


Definition . 


2 . In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires , the words and expressions 
used but not defined in this Act and defined in the Indian Post Office Act, 1898 and the 
Indian Telograph Act, 1885 shall have the meanings, respectively , assigned to them in 
those Acts . 


6 of 1898 
13 of 1885 
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Provision of 
communica 
tion facilities in 
villages. 


3. The CentralGovernment shall provide in every village throughout the country 
the following facilities, namely : 

(i) a post and telegraph office ; and 

(ii) a public telephone connection with STD facility under the control of head of 
the Village Panchayat. 

4 . The Central Government may , by notification in the Official Gazette , make rules 
for carrying out the provisions of this Act. 


Power to make 
rules. 
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PART - 1 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 


In India , eighty - five per cent of the people live in villages . There are number of 
villages in remote areas inhabited by tribals and backward classes . For the last 50 years of 
our independence, no development work has been done at such places . There are no 
postal facilities available in these areas. There are no telephones and virtually the villages 
have no communication links with the rest of the country. It takes months together for a 
letter to reach villagos .Most of the villagers come to the cities for work and remain cut off 
from their families due to non -availability of modern means of communication in their 
native villages. The postal, telephone and other communication facilities have thus become 
a must for every village. The villagers can kcop their money in the post offices saving 
bank accounts and thereby a lot of money will be available to the Government for 
development works. The introduction of modern means of communication in every 
village will be the first step towards taking the boon of modern science to the 
doorsteps of rural India. 

Hence this Bill, 


T. SUBBARAMIREDDY 


New Delhi; 
February 4 , 1997 . 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 3 of the Bill provides that every village in the country shall be provided with 
the facilities for telephone , telegraph and post office by the Central Government. The 
Bill, therefore, if enacted , will involve expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India . 
It is estimated that a sum of about rupees two hundred crore per month will be involved as 
a recurring expenditure out of the Consolidated Fund of India . 

A sum of rupees fifty lakh will also be involved as a non -recurring expenditure . 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 


Clause 4 of the Bill empowers the Central Government to make rules for carrying 
out the purposes of this Bill. The rules will relate to matters of detail only. The delegation 
of legislative power is , therefore, of a normal character. 
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BILL No. 24 OF 1997 


A Bill to provide for a comprehensive policy for the development of the youth in the 

Country: 


Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty -eighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 

1. ( 1) This Act may be called the Youth Welfare Act, 1997 . 
( 2 ) ll extends to the whole of India . . 

1.2) It shall comeinto force on such date as thc CentralGovernmentmay , by notification 
in the Official Gazelle . appoint. 


Short title , 
extent and 
commence 
ment. 
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Definitions. 


2 . In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires , 


(a ) appropriate Government means in the case of a State, the State Government 
and in the case of a Union territory , the Union Government; 


(b ) Youth means all persons between twelve and thirty years of age , and 


(c ) Youth Organisation means an organisation of youth which provides for 
universal membership , without any discrimination on the basis of race, religion, 
language, caste , creed or sex and the constitution ofwhich provides for its democratic 
functioning in respective States or Union territories, as the case may be . 


3. The appropriate Government shall provide to the youth -- 


Compulsory 
and free 
educational 
facilities . 


(a) compulsory and free education including technical education ; 


(b ) materials like books , stationery , uniform , etc . free of cost; 


(c) free hostel facilities ; 


( d ) scholarships to deserving students ; 


(e ) free transport facilities ; 


pocket allowance at the rate of rupees one hundred to rupees one hundred 
fifty per month according to the age of the youth , as may be prescribed ; and 


( 8 ) free access to all libraries and technical institutions. 


4 . The appropriate Government shall provide, 


Sports facilitics 
to the youth . 


(a ) training in sports to every youth and facilities for participation in sports 
activities both inside and outside the country ; 


(b ) representation to youth organisations in sports associations; and 


(c ) for the welfare of youth , who represent the country in sports , throughout 
his life time. 


Provision of 
nutritious meals 
in schools, elc. 


5. The appropriate Government shall provide nutritious meals free of cost to all 
the students in schools, colleges, universities , hostels and technical Institutions . 


Medical care to 
the youth . 


6 . The appropriate Government shall provide medical and health care to the 
youth free of cost. 


Training of the 
youth in trade , 
vocation , etc. 


7 . The appropriate Government shall evolve a scheme under which youth shall 
be provided training in modern apprenticeship trades, vocations, etc. In factories and 
vocational institutions, 


Appointment of 
expert 
Committees 


8 . The appropriate Governmentshall appoint expert Committecs in every district 
consisting of eminent educationists , psychologists to recommend the type of education 
or training in any vocation that is to be imparted to a youth of the district after he or 
she has passed the tenth class examination . 
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9. The Central Government shall providemilitary training to all the able bodied 
youth and those who successfully complete the training shall be given preference in 
employment in defence services. 


Military 
training to the 
youth 


10 . The appropriate Government shall provide employment to the youth after Provision of 
their education /training or unemployment allowance , asmay be fixed , by the Central employment. 
Government, in lleu thereof, till they are provided employment. 


11. The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules 
for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 


Power to make 
rules. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 


Even after four decades of independence , no clear -cut youth policy has been laid 
down in our country so far. The education should be the right of the youth and not a 
privilege of a few and employment should be guaranteed to them . The youth should be 
linked directly with the production process. The disparities between the rural and urban 
youth should be eliminated gradually. The youth today is also facing serious health problems, 
absolute inadequacy in sports and cultural facilities. The youth belonging to Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other backward classes are still reeling under poverty . There 
is no proper planning for comprehensive development of the youth and proper utilisation 
of their energies and education . A comprehensive youth policy for their allround 
development is , therefore, absolutely necessary. 


Hence this Bill 


T. SUBBARAMIREDDY 


New Delhi; 
February 4 , 1997. 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 3 of the Bill provides that the appropriate Government shall provide 
compulsory and free education and also supply materials like books , stationery , uniform , 
etc ., free of cost and pocket allowance to all the youth . It also provides for free hostel and 
transport facilities and scholarships to youth. Clause 4 provides that the appropriate 
Government shall provide facilities to youth for their participation in sports activities. 
Clause 5 provides that the appropriate Government shall provide nutritious diet free of 
cost to all the students in schools, colleges, universities and hostels . Clause 6 provides for 
medical and health care to all the youth by the appropriate Government. Clause 7 provides 
that the appropriate Government shall evolve a scheme under which the youth will be 
given training in factories and vocational institutions. Clause 8 provides for appointment 
of expert Committees to recommend the type of education that is to be imparted to the 
youth . Clause 9 provides for military training to physically fit youth . Clause 10 provides 
that the appropriate Government shall be responsible for providing employment to all the 
youth or unemployment allowance, as may be prescribed , till they are provided with 
cmployment. 

The Bill , if enacted , would involve expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India 
in respect of the Union Territories . The State Government will incur the expenditure from 
their respective Consolidated Funds in respect of their States supplemented by assistance 
from the CentralGovernment. An annual recurring expenditure of about rupees two hundred 
and fifty crore is likely to be incurred . 

A non - recurring expenditure of about rupees four crore is also likely to be incurred . 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 


Clause 11 of the Bill gives power to the Central Government to make rules for carrying 
out the purposes of the bill . The rules will relate to matters of detail only and as such the 
delegation of legislative power is of a normal character . 
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Bill No. 42 of 1997 
A Bill to provide for the protection and welfare of cotton growers. 

Bi: il cnacled by Parliament in the Forty -eighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 

1. ( 1) This Actmay be called the Colton Growers ( Benefit ) Act, 1997 . 
( 2 ) Il extends to the whole of India . 

( 3 ) ll shall come into force on such date as the Central Governmentmay, by notification 
in the Official Gizelle , appoint, 
2 . In this Aci, unless the context otherwise requires, 

(0 ) " collon grower" means any person who cullivatcs cotton ; 


Short titlo , 
extent and 
commencement 


Definitions, 


1111 " small and niarginal cotton growers " shall mean collon growers who are 
Jeclared as such under this Act, and 


o " prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act. 
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Central 
Goverment 
to procure 
cotton and fix 
remuncrative 
price thereof. 


Export of 
cxcess cotton , 


Insurancc . 


3. The Central Government shall procure through the Cotton Corporation of 
India all the cotton produced in the country and shall also fix remunerative price of 
cotton every year after taking into consideration the increase in prices of cotton seeds, 
pesticides and fertilizers, total investment capacity of cotton growers and such other 
factors, as may be prescribed . 

4 . The Central Government shall endeavour to export all the excess cotton produced 
in the country during a year. 

5 . The entire cotton grown by the small and marginal cotton growers shall be 
compulsorily insured free of cost by the Central Government against natural 
calamities , decline in yields of cotton produced , fall in prices of cotton and such other 
eventualities , as may be prescribed . 

6 . ( 1) The Central Government shall establish a Fund to be known as the 
Cotton Growers Benefit Fund . 

( 2 ) The Central Government and State Governments shall contribute to the 
Fund in such ratio , as may be prescribed . 
( 3) The Fund shall be utilized for the following purposes: 

(a ) to extend financial help to the small and marginal farmers in such cases, as 
may be prescribed ; 

(b ) giving financial assistance to cotton growers for purchasing cotton sceds, 
pesticides and fertilizers and in cases of low yields or fall in prices of cotton or 
destruction of their crops due to rains, cyclones and floods. 


Establishment 
of Cotton 
Growers 
Benefit Fund 


Power to make 


rules. 


7 . The Central Government may , by notification in the Official Gazctte, make rules 
for carrying out the purposes of this Act. 


t 21 


THB QAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


17 


STATEMENT OF OR BCTS AND RBASONS 


The hardest Nuorundong, anta try ud Government s neglect have stron the 
cotton prown into ariala . Declining yields wide Alltag prion in making the two of the 
poor furmors miserable . The youy three gripped the cotton growers in Prakasham district 
of Andhra Pradesh had avno osused autolawe in 1997. Andhra Prudent is one of the throne 
major cotton producing Stats alongwith Oujant med Maharuher . Cotton is mainly 
produced in Guntur, Prakasham , Kurnool, Mahabub Nagar, Wahragul and Adilabad dlatricts 
of Andhra Pradesh . The cost of cotton imputs have shot up locausing the total arpital 
Investment of the forment. The peasant organisation to demanding remunerativo pelous 
of cotton for cotton prow . But instead of getting yarative pron , the cotton growers 
have to fuoo hooking oxparlanom u prions in different partoute la the Stan bara omally 
declined by 20 per cent us compared to the previous your . 

The main reason behind the cotton growon getting non -remunerativa prions in 
Availability of axoom Hock of cotton la the market. There is, thonfort , an urgent pond to 
bring a low asuring the cotton growon of Government s help in the event of SKOGA 
produodon or fall la prion and also to moun that their minimum nuda en looked after 
by the Government. The oromdor of a fund mad povlaion of inguru ove for ootton 
growers will help them immanely , 

Hance this Dill . 


New DELHI 
February 6 , 1997 


R . SAMASIVA RAO 


6760/ G . of. VF2A 


18 


THE GAZETTE OP INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


(PART - II. 


FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 3 of the Bill provides for tho purchase of cotton from cotton groworoby tho 
Contral Government through the Cotton Corporation of India . Clause 5 providor that the 
entiro cotton grown by small and marginal cotton growort shall be compulsorily insured 
free of cost by the Contral Government against natural calamitios, etc. Clauso 6 provides 
for the establishmont of a Cotton Orowers Bonofit Fund to which tho Contral Government 
and State Govornmonts shall contributo in such ratio , 48 may be prouoribod . Tho Bill , 
thoroforo, If enactod, would involve expenditure from the Consolidatod Fund of India. It is 
Ukoly to involve a recurring expondituro of rupoos two hundred croro por annum . 

A non -recurring oxpondituro to tho tuno of rupeos thron hundred croro l also likoly 
to be involved . 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Clauso 7 of the Bill ompowars the Central Goveramont to make rulos for carrying 
out the purposes of this Bill. The rules will rolato to matten of detail only, Tho dologation 
of logislative power is of a normal charactor. 


20 


THE QAZ TTB OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


[PAKT- 11 


Biue No. 28 of 1997 
A Bill further to amend the constirution of India 

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty- cighth Year of the Republic of India as 

follows: 
Shon titlo . 

L. (1) This Act may be called the Constitution (Amendment) Act, 1997. 
Amendment of 2. In article 324 of the Constitution , in clause (2 ), after the words " be made by the 
mticho 324 . 

President" , the word " on the recommendations of a committee consisting of the Prime 
Minister, the Chief Justice of India, the Chairman of the Council of States, the Speaker of 
the House of the People , the Leader of Opposition in the Council of States and the Leader 
of Opposition in the House of the People " shall be added. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
The last three to four years have witnessed criticism of the office of the Chief Bloction 
Commiulonor on grounds of some urbitrary docisions taken by the Chief Election 
Commissioner which were not oven welcomed by the Government. On many occasions, 
confusion and conflict surf cod batwoon the Election Commission and the Governmont 
on various imvos involving olections. The matter subsided only after it was takon boforo 
the Supromo Court. Further, On many occasions stand taken by the Chief Election 
Commissionor wn in conflict with the viows oxprossed by the two othor Blection 
Commissioner . The Election Commission was subject of houted debate before the modia 
and pooplo . 

In order to ensure that such situation should not recur in futuro and Bloction 
Commission function in a proper manner, it is nocossary that the Chlef Eloction 
Commissioner and other Election Commissionen be appointed by the President on tho 
recommendations of a committee comprising the Prime Minister, the Chiof Justice of 
India , the Chairman of the Council of States, the Speaker of the House of the People , tho. 
Loador of Opposition in the Council of Statos and the Leader of Opposition in the House 
of the People . 

The Bill sooks to achieve the above objective. 


R . SAMBASIVA RAO 


New Delhi; 
February 6 , 1997 
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Bill No. 35 of 1997 


ARRANOEMENT OF CLAUSES 


CLAUSES 

1. Short title, extent and commencement 
2 . Definitions 
3. Over- riding offoct 
4 . Access to Information not to be doniod 
3. Maintenance and indexing of records 
6 . Publication and avallability of records 
7 . Computerisation of records 
8 . Duty to assist requesters 
9 . To whom the right extends 
10 . How to make a request 
11. Transfer of request 
12 . Rrsponding to requost for Information 
13. Extension of timo- limit for responding to request 
14 . Form in which accons is to be given 
15 . Pool 
16 . Accons to and correction of porsonal records 
17. Information oxempt from disclosure 
18 . Advice of Cabinet 
19 . Defence 
20. Security 
21. International relations 
22. Disclosure harmful to law enforcement 
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23. Privacy and personal information 
24 . Economic and commercial affairs 
25 . Third party interest 
26 . Information of voluntary organisations 
27. Giving of notice to third parties 
28 . Request for internal review 
29 . Review by the public body 
30 . Contral Council for Access to information 
31. Procedure of the Central Council 
32 . Objects of the Central Council 
33 . The Stato Council for access to Information 
34 . Objocts of the State Council 
35. Appointment of Chief Information Commissioner 
36 . Qualifications for appointment of Chief Information Commissioner 
37. Jurisdiction 
38. Functions 
39 . Powers of Chief Information Commissioner 
40 . Appointment of Information Commissioner 
41. Qualifications for appointment of Information Commissioner 
42 . Jurisdiction 
43. Powers of Information Commissioner 
44. Limitation 
45. Procedure or receipt of a complaint 
46 . Findings of the Information Commissioner 
47 . Burden of proof 
48 . Decisions of the Information Commissioner 
49. Finality of orders of Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioner 
30 . Enforcemont of order of Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioner 
31. Terms and conditions of service of Information Commissioners 
52 . Vacancy 
53. Rosignation and removal 
54 . Salaries and allowances and other forms and conditions of service of Chief 

Information Commissioner and Information Commissionor 
53 . Starf of office of the Chief Information Commissionor and Information 

Commissioner 
56 . Disminual of frivolous , voxatlous or malicious complaint 
57. Butablishment of Stato Information Tribunal 
58 . Composition of Tribunale 
59. Qualifications for appointment of Chairman , Vice- Chairman and other members 
60 . Appoinıment of Chairman , Vice Chairman and Members of State Information 

Tribunal 
61. Jurisdiction of State Information Tribunal 
62. Powers of State Information Tribunal 
63. Limitation for appeal 
64. Terms and conditions 
65 . Resignation, removal and vacancy 
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66 . Vico -Chalman to act Chairman or to discharge his functions in cortain 

circumstancos. 
67. Finality of order of State Information Tribunal 
68. Boforcement of order of State Information Tribunal 
69 . Pondtios 
70 . Lawyer not to appear bofors Information Commissioner, Chief Information 

Commisioner med Tribunals 
71 . Exclusion of writ jurisdiction of the High Court 
72 . Lmmunity to Chief Information Commissioner, Information Commisionor , 

and members of Tribunal and their staff for acta dopo in good faith 
73 . Immunity to public intorpet groups for acus done in good faith 
74 . Powor to remove difficultios 
75 . Constitution of Central Data Bank 
76 . Rapoal of Official Socrats Act, 1923 
77. Power to makt rules 
78 . Laying of rulos 
79 . Duty of ladustry to disclone 

APPENDIX -I 
APPENDIX - 11 
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Bru No. 35 OF 1997 


A Bill to provide for access to information to all citizens of the country and for matters 

connected therewith 


Be it enacted by Parliamont in the Forty - oighth Yoar of the Ropublic of India as 
follow : 


CHAPTER I 


POLITARY 


1. (1) This Act may be called the Access to Information Act, 1997 . 


Shontdie 
oktan od 
corumo 


(2 ) It extends to whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 


(3 ) It shall come into force on such date as the Contral Government, may, by 
notification , appoint; and different datos may be appointed for different States, and for 
different chapters of the Act. However, Chapter II shall come into force immediatoły whito 
the other chaptors of the Act shall come into force within the one yoar of onactmont, or if 
so extonded , within two yoats from the date of enactmont. 
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Dunnition . 


Definition 


2 . In this Act, unless the context otherwise requiros, 

(a ) " Chief Information Commissionor" moans, Chief Information Commiwioner 
Appointed under section 33 of Chaptor VII of this Act; 

(6 ) " commercial information " of a person s business includes a formula , pattern , 
compilation , programmo, devico, product, method , tochnique or procou that , 

(1) is used or may be usod in business or any commorcial advantage; 

(II) dorivos Indopendont economic valuo, actual or potential, from porsons 
who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use ; 

( lil) is the subject of reasonable efforts to prevent it from becoming 
gonerally known; 

(iv ) the disclosure of which would rosult in harm or improper benefit to 
any other person ; 
(c) " complainant" means 

(1) a requester, or 
( ii ) any person acting for and on behalf of requester, or 
( ili ) a third party, or 

(iv) any voluntary public interest group registered under any law for the 
time being in forco, or 

(v) one or more requesters , where there are numerous requesters having 
the same interest; 
Explanation : Voluntary public interest group referred in sub -clause (iv) above has 
independent locus standi on a complainant to file a complaint on behalf of one or more 
roquestors whether or not a requester is a party to the complaints ; 

(d ) " complaine" means any allegation in writing made by a complainant that 

(1) whora ho is a requostor, accost to record has boon wrongfully denied to 
him by a public body; 

(II) whoro he lo a roquestor, accons to and /or correction of his porsonal 
Information has boon wrongfully donlod to him by a public body having the 
custody or control of the rocord ; 

( III ) whoro he is a third party , porsonal information or commercial 
information about himself /Itself has been or will be wrongfully disclosed to a 
requestor by a public body having custody or control of such information : 

( lv ) whero he is a requester, the information requested by him has boon 
unduly delayed by a public body ; 

(v) whore he is a roquostor, the public body has charged unronsonublo foon 
for giving the Information or has not waived the food in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act; 

(e ) " employco " in relation to a public body is a person retained under contract of 
employmentto render services to the public body whether permanently or temporarily; 

o "environment" includes water, air and land and the inter- relationship which 
exists among and between water, air and land, and human beings , other living creatures , 
plants , micro -organisms and property ; 

(8 ) " hazardous substance " includes any substance or preparation which by reason 
of its chemical or physiochemical properties or handling is liable to cause harin to 
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human bolngs, other living creaturu , plants , micro -organismo, property or the 
onvironmont; 

(h ) " honplual " includes a nursing homo, clinic , medical centro , modical or 
touching Institution for therapeutic purposes and other like institutions ; 

(1) " Industry moanı any building, plant, factory or structure whoroin hazardous 
substanco , including thoso nouiflod by Govornmont (Contral or Suato ) is produced , 
transportod , procolod , stored , or handled and includes any oporation or procosas 
whothor insido a building, plant, factory of structure or otherwiso ; 

) " Information Commissioner" moans an Information Commissioner appointed 
under section 41 ; 
(k ) " law enforcomont" includes 

( policing , including intelligence oporations; 

(11) Investigations that load or could lead to the imposition of a penalty 
or sanction ; and 

(III) proceedings that lead or could lead to the imposition of a penalty or 
sanction ; 

(1) "member" includes the Chairman , Vice- Chairman and other members of 
the Tribunal; 

(m ) " offenco" means an act or ommission made punishablo by any law for the 
time boing in force in India . 


(n ) " person " includes 


I of 1956 . 


21 of 1860), 


(1) an individual; 
(1/) A company registored under the Companies Act, 1956 ; 
( ili ) a firm whether registered or not; 
(iv ) a Hindu undivided family; 
(v ) a co -operative soclory ; 

(vi) avory other usociation or persons whothor registered under tho 
Soclotlos Registration Act, 1860, or not; 

(0 ) " personal information " moans Information about an Identifiablo Individual, 
including 

(1) the individual s namo, home or business addross or home or business 
tolophono number; 

(II ) the individual s raco, cuic , tribe , roligious bellofs , gondor, age , 
Ancestry or place of origin ; 

( III) an identifying number , symbol or other particular weigned to the 
individuali 

( iv ) the individual s fingerprints , blood type or inheritable characteristics ; 

(v ) information about the individual s health and health caso history, 
including information about a physical or mental disability, as well as medical 
and hospital records; 

(vi) information about the individual s educational, financial, criminal 
or employment history : 

(vii ) the individual s personal opinions, except if they are about someone 
elsc ; 
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(P ) " proucribed " means prescribed by the rules made under this Act; 
(9 ) "public body" includos 

(0) Houses of Parliament, Commincas constituted by the Parliament; 

(4 ) Contral Government, eny ministry, dopartment or office or Agoncios 
of that Government; 

(111) Scato Legislaturo, Committoos constituted by the Logislatyre ; 

( lv) Staio Government, any ministry, departmont or office or agoncies of 
that Government; 

(v ) Union torritory Administration , any department or office of that 
Administration ; 

(vi) Statutory bodies or incorporated company, whothor wholly or partly 
controllod or financed by Contral or State Government or Union torritory 
Administration ; 

( vit) local authoritios end their agencies ; 
(viii) Courts and Tribunals; 
(ix) Constitutional authoritios; 

(x) Commissions of Enquiry under the Commission of Enquiry Act or 
otherwise ; 

(xl) any other body which provides public servicos such as butnot limitod 
to ancrgy, transport communications, banking , insurance , finance , health , 
modical , and the liko; 

(") " public interest group " moans group of individuals working for protection 
and promotion of interost of disadvantaged groups of people such as but not limitad 
backward classes, handicapped persons,women, children or the elderly persons and 
Includos public interest groups working for consumer and onvironmont protection , 
human rights and civil libcrtics . 

(5) " record " means information recorded in any form , whothor printed or in 
writing or on tape or film or by electronic means or otherwise and includes any 
docytnent, map , diagram , photograph , microjig , microfilm , vidcotapc, sound 
recording ormachine readable record or any record which is capablo of being produced 
from machino, roadablo rocords by means of cquipment or a programme (or a 
combination of both ) which is used for that purpose by the public body which holds 
records . 

· Explanation 1: for the purpose of this Act, any order, proccodings, opinions, 
documents , filcs, noticos, correspondence , reports , minutos, resolutions, manuals, 
dobatos of voting records of Houses of Parliament, State Legislative Assemblies , 
Local Self Governmont, Municipal Corporation , Union torritory Administration 
including increasing legislative cnactments , subordinate legislation such as rules , 
regulations, notifications, byo- laws are deemed to be record under section 2 (8) of 
this Act. 

Explanation II: Rocord includes public record and a part of a record . 

(1) " roloesc" means any spilling , leaking , pumping , pouring, omitting , emptying , 
discharging , infecting, escaping , leaching . dumping , boring , drilling or disposing 
into the environmont of any hazardous substances; 

(u ) " roquester" means any person who has the right to information under this 
Act and has made such a roquest under Section 10 ; 

(v) " State Information Tribunal" means the Tribunal established under section 
$ 7 of the Act; 
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(w )" third party “ moins a person whore portonal or commercial record is sought 
by the requester from & public body; and 

(x )"welfart scheme is any achome introduood by a public body which concora 
the welfart or woll- boing , or growth or development and affocus the intorout of public 
in tho whole of India or a part thoroof. 

3 . The provisions of this Act shall have ottoct notwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained in any other law for the time being in forco. 

4 . Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the ume boing in force , 
and subject to the proviáions of this Act , no raquestar shall be doniod accen to any rocord 
other than oxceptions u provided in Chapter IV of this Act . 

CHAPTER II 

PUBLICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF RECORDS 
8. Subject to the provision of the Act and to coordena with the rules that may 
be prescribed , such pubile body show n that all recorda covered under metion 
2 .) of this not for publie nocou to laformation are property maintained , catalogue 
Indoned and pruerned without destroying , deleting , obscuring or otherwino tamperlag 
with any Information contalned in them and update them pularly and from time to 
tlmet 

Provided that each meble body mell maltain a diretory of moord available 
with two w to provide all persons n regards the nature of words available with the 

6. (1) The Act , and subordinata legislation such u ordinance, notifiontion 
rules and magulations, bye- law , order having the forts of law in the territory of 
Indla shall be published by the Central Government, Buate Government of Valon 
territory Adminton and made available at a rentonabta pria adeguate number 
of outlet w provided in Appendix I. 

(2) The welfan schme, pultella , directiven , diruan , nwolution of Cantral 
Government, State Government and Unlon territory Administratioa shall be publlahad 
and made available at Madonable price at adequate number of outlet n provided In 
Appendix II. 

( 3) Notwithstanding anything provided in Copy Right Act, 1957, publication under 
sub -sections (1 ) and (2 ) will not contravene the Copy Right Act, 1957 and provisions of 
uny other law for the time being in force whether it is a priced publication or not. 

(4 ) The welfare schemes of Central Government, State Government and Union 
territory Administration shall be publicised through print and cloctronic medim 

7. Each public borey should ensure with reasonable despatch that all records are 
Computertwed and connected through an effective network all over the country on 
different system so that authortsed acceu to much record i facilitated . 

CHAPTER III 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
8. ( 1) A public body shall take responsible steps to assis any person who : 

(a ) wishes to make a request to Á under Section 10 . 

( ) has made a request to it which does not comply with the requiremenu of 
that Section . 

(c) wishes to make a request for access to and / or correction of personal records 
under Section 16 . 

(2 ) A public body shall take reasonable steps to assist any person la the exercise of 
any other right under this ACL 
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body, the concerned public body shall. If the raquostar no questo , take responsible steps to 
make the information contained in the moord avuitable to the racunator in a form in which 
He is capable of belag road , viowod or heard by themoontor. 

(6 ) Where information is made available to a mqweater to mocordance with the 
providom of sub- section ( 1) the quarter shall not be equired to pay a fue under the 
provialons of Section 15 ,which is greater than the two which the requester would otherwise 
have been required to pay. 

(a ) Wharu a record la made available under this Act to my person for impection , 
hoaring or viewing, the portan may mala copies of, or moord extracts from the moord 
wsing equipment which he has brought with him for that purpone provided that to do to 
dows not interfere unwasonably with the work of the pubillo body, provided that it shall be 
for the concerned public body to assablish that such rucording by the requester will interfero 
unreasonably with it work . 

(b ) Whan moord is required by this Act to be supplied to My Parton , I shall, 
on request of that person , bo upplied by post to that person . 

16 (1) No fous may be charged by a publle body for giving a record under the Act 
oxoop 

(a) Where the quarter to supplied with copies of a record , such rausonable 
fous u may be proveribad ,by nlan: 

Provided that woh fwww may be walved , wholly or in part, where the requester 
Is a publlo internet group, journalist, or a nowapaper mad tha mqonut lo not for any 
commercial purpon . 

(b) Whero , in nooordanou with the provisions of claun (c) the nequester to 
supplied with a copy of a roard other than in printed or written form , then a fa not 
axounding the coul of any blank tape, dlo, Mim ar other moured on to whloh the 
Moerd has been oopiad may be charged , not oxounding in any on the focs which the 

quarter would have been required to pay hnd the moord been given in a printod or 
written form 

(6) Whoru , In nocordance with sub- seoulon ( 2) of motion 14 tha mguantar la 
supplied with a thinoortpt of a record , aa fuu may be charged to cover the costs of 
making the transcripo but only such foos shall be payable as would have been payable 
by the requester, had the records bocn in a printed or written form . 

(d) Where any of the foregoing are supplied by post thon the costs of postage 
may also be charged . 

16 (1 ) A public body shall, on request, provido a requester with personal information 
about the requester himself,which may be in the custody, or under the control , of such a 
public body . 

(2 ) Whore a record (whether or not it is one to which access has been under the Act) 
conuins information , relating to any person , which is ineccurate, the public body which 
holds the record shall , on the request of that person , correct the information . 

(3 ) A request under the sub - section ( 2) shall be made in writing to the public body 
which holds the record and shall 

w ) dontity the record which contains the information which the requester 
m eu accurata ; 

(b ) specify the respect in which the raquorter ropards the information us 
Inaccurato; and 

(c ) specify by which of the moans described in gib - section (8 ) the requerer 
wishes the correction to be made . 
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(w )" third party moans a person whoso personal or commercial record is sought 
by the requester from a public body ; and 

(x) "welfart schome is any achomointroduced by a public body which concora 
the wolfare or well -being , or growth or development and affects the intorost of public 
in the whole of India or a part thoroof. 

3. The provisions of this Act shall havo oftoctnotwithstanding anything to the contrary 
contained in any other law for the time being in force . 

4. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the time being in forco, 
and subject to the provlalons of this Act, no requestor shall be donied accou to any racord 
othor than exceptions u provided in Chapter IV of this Act. 

CHAPTER II 
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PUBLICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF RACORDE 
8. Subject to the provision of the Act and ha accordance with the rules that many 
bo procribed , moh publle body shall non that all records covered under vection 
2 (1) of this set for puble necun to information are properly maintained , omtalogued , 
Indexed and preserved without destroying, delating, obucuring or otherwie tampering 
with any Information contaland in them and update them ropularly and from time to 
timer 

Provided that moh publle body shall malutala a directory of noorde available 
with It sou to provide all person regard the nature of racordo avalable with it . 

6. (1 ) The Acts, and subordinata lopulation auch m ordinanco , notinention 
rules and regulations, bye- law , orden havlay the forot of law in the territory of 
India shall be published by the Central Government, Buate Government or Valon 
territory Administration and made available atamwonable priou at adequate number 
of outleto provided in Appendix I. 

(2) The welfare schemes, guldollam , directives, ofroulan , resolution of Central 
Goverment, State Governmentand Union territory Administration shall be published 
and made available at reasonable prloe at adequate number of outlet ne provided in 
Appendix II . 

(3 ) Notwithstanding anything provided in Copy Right Act, 1957, publication under 
sub -sections ( 1 ) and ( 2 ) will not contravene the Copy Right Act, 1957 and provisions of 
any other law for the time being in force whether it is a priced publication or not. 

( ) The wolfare schemes of Central Governmen , State Governmenı and Union 
( erritory Administration shall be publicised through print and cloctronic media . 

7. Each public body should enoun with resonable despatch that all recorda art 
COTAPuterived and connected through an effective network all over the country on 
different systems so that authorised accou to much recordo b facilitated . 

CHAPTER ILI 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
8 (1) A public body shall take responsible steps to assist any person who: 

( a ) wishes to make a request to it under Section 10 . 

(6 ) has made a request to it which does not comply with the requirement of 
that Section . 

(c ) wishes to make a request for access to and /or correction of personal records 
under Section 16 . 

(2 ) A public body shall take reasonable steps to assist any person in the exercise of 
any other right under this Act. 
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(3) A public body shall designato a person u officer to whom request is to be 
mado . 


9. This right extends to overy porton, not boing an allan enemy. 
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10. (1) A roquest for accou to a rocord under the Act shall be made in writing to tho 
publlo body that the requestor bolleves hus custody or control of the record and shall provido 
sufficient dotalls to onablo an employee of the public body to identify the record with a 
rouonablo offort. 

( 2) A request under this Act for access to a record must specify in which of the forma 
descrlbod in section 14 tho roquestor wishes to bo given accom : 

Provided that if the requestor 10 destros, the public body shall furnish forms of roquost 
In English and roglonal language to facilitato accost . 

11. (1) Within five days after a roquost for accou1 to a rocord is rocolved by a public 
body and if that public body door not have the particular record , such a public body may 
transfor the request to appropriate public body under whoso control the particular rocord is 
availablo , after giving writion communication of the transfor to the raquostor, and tho 
public body to whom the roquoat has boon to transforrod shall rospond within tho time 
Ilmit spociflod in section 12 (3). 

( 2 ) Whore a public body roceives a roquort under Section 10 for accoss to a record 
which it holds butwhich wu orsated by another public body and la moro closely related to 
tho work of that other public body, itmay, if such other public body so agroei, transfar tho 
request to the concornod public body, within flvo days of the receipt of the requont. 

( 9) When a request is transferred to another public body in accordanco with sub 
sootion (2 ), It shall be doomed to be a requostmade to such other public body and the public 
body to whom the request has been so transforred shall rospond within the timo- limit 
specified in soction 12 ( 3), 
(4) Whers a request to a public body la made for accous to rocords, 

(a) some of which are hold by that public body, and 

(b ) othon of which aro rocords, which , are required to , or may, bo transforrod 
to another public body undor sub- sactions (1) or (2 ), tho roquort may be transferred 
only in roapoct of moords which rolato lo the work of such other public body, 

12. (1) When accou to a ricord requested under this Act , the publk body to 
whom the request la mondo, shall, subject to the provisions of this Act,within the period 
specified in Ab- ection (3 ), give written notice to the person who made the requot as 
to whether or not to the record will be giveni and 

(a ) It Accuw is to be ven , dve the requester acoon to the record , or 

(b ) If Accon is not givon , the provision of this Act under which accoss is reſusod 
should be mentioned in the notico : 

Provided that,where the noquostor is a public interest group, journalist or a nowspapor. 
such period shall be reducod to three days. 

(2) Whers a public body fulla to give accou to a record in responds to a request undor 
this Act within the time- limit spocified under the provisions of sub - soction ( 3). It shall bo 
doomed to havo refusod to give accons without reasons. 
(3) For the purpow of sub-soction (1) and (2) tho spoclflod poriod . 

(a ) in any cake whoro notico is not required to bo given under the provisions of 
soction 27, Is ton days from the day on which the requont was recoivod by the public 
body ; and 
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(b ) in any case where notice is required to bo given under vction 27, is fiftoon 
days from tho day on which the requout wes racoivod by the public body , 

13. A public bodymay oxtond the time- limit for rosponding to a request, only in can 
of extraordinary and excoptional circumstancos to be determined by the facts of the caso , 
not exceeding in any ovont an oxtonsion by a period of sovon days, after giving reasons in 
writing to the requester , 

14 . (1 ) Whoro a rocord to which access is roquired to be givon under tho provisions 
of this Act is hold by a public body in printod or writton form the public body shall give 
accoss to it by supplying a copy of It to the roquastor or, if the requestor so roquosta,making 
it available to the requestor for inspection .. 

(2 ) Whoro a record to which accou is requirod to be given undor tho provisions of 
this Act is hold by a public body other than in printed or written form , the public body 
shall, if tho roquestor 80 roquests, givo accoss to it by supplying a copy of it to the roquostor, 
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(a ) in the caso of a rocord from which visual images or printed roprosontations 
of those images are capable of being producod by means of equipmont which is 
ordinarily available to the public body, by making arrangements for tho raquostor to 
viow thoso imagos , if the roquostor so roquesta, bo supplied with copies or 
roprosentations of thom ; 

(b ) in tho caso of a record in which words or information aro recordod in a 
manner in which they aro capablo of boing roproduced in the form of sound by 
equipmont which is ordinarily availablo to the public body. 

(1) by making arrangement for the roquestor to hoar thoro sounds, or, if 
the requestor to requests. 

(II) whoro the public body is capable of producing a printed or writton 
transcriptof thoso sounds by the uso of equipmont which is ordinarily availablo 
to it, by supplying such a transcript to the roquestor; 

( c) in the case of a record which is hold on a computer , or in cloctronic or 
machine roadable form , and from , which the public body is capable of producing a 
printod copy of the record or part of it , or of information derivod from it 

(1) by the use of oqulpmont which is ordinarily available to it; or 

( II) by processing the data in the record by use of a programme which is 
ordinarily avallable to it ; or 

(III) both , by supplying such a copy to the requestor, if the requestor so 
roquosts . 
( 3 ) If a requcsler has, in accordanco with the provisions of sub - soction (2 ), specificd 
the manner in which the requostor wishes to be given access to a record , the public body 
shall give access in that manner unlons to do so would intorforc unreasonably with the 
work of the public body, in which casc access shall be given in another mannor, provided 
thal, It shall be for the public body to establish that giving access to a record in the form 
requested would interfero unroasonably with its work . 

( ) Where Arequester has, in accordanoc with the provisions of yub -scction (2), 
Anecited thy manner to which the request wishes to be given accow w nopeas has boon 
viven in den other manner , the requestor shall not be required to under motion 
15 in ronto the Hviny of thewell that is groager than the far that the water would 
have won nyind to pay huwd woens been given in dema melhed . 

1. WhWFU A NYUONYwith a mal or auditory divability in ppprented by that disability 
from powdiny , Viswiny or linterin 101 roverd in the forin in which it is held by the puble 
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body , the concerned public body shall , if the roquastar ko roquest , take responsiblo stops to 
make the information contained to the record available to the requester in a foron in which 
A la capable of being road , viowad or heard by the noqonuar . 

(6 ) Where information is made avallable to requester in socordance with the 
provisions of sub - section ( 1), the queuter shall not be required to pay for under the 
provisions of Section 15, which is greater than the foo which the requester would otherwise 
have been required to pay. 

(7) ( a) When a record is made available under this Act to any person for Impaction , 
haaring or vlowing , that person may make coples of, or moord oxtrot from the noord 
wsing equipment which he has brought with him for that purpone provided that to do to 
dous not interten unresonably with the work of the public body, provided that it shall be 
for the concerned public body to oslabush that such recording by the requester will inverter 
unconsonably with the work . 

(b) When a record lo required by thila Aot to be applied to My person , It shall, 
on request of that person , be supplied by post to that perhon . 

18. ( 1) No foos may be charged by a public body for giving a moord under the Act 
axoopt 

(a ) Where the maquarter is supplied with copia of a record, auch nowonable 
fou u may be proscribed by rules: 

Provided that swoh fons may be waived ,wholly or in part, where the requester 
to a publlo intorst group, a Journalist, or a newspaper and the nogoon is not for any 
commercial purpos . 

(b ) When , in accordance with the provisions of olmur (c ) the requester to 
supplied with a copy of a moord other than in printed or written form , then a fue not 
axounding the cow of any, blank tapo, dhuo , nim or other material on to which the 
record has been coplad may be charged, not ononding in any ows the foos whloh the 
requenter would have been required to pay had the rooord been slven In a printed or 
written form . 

(a) When , in noordenou with sub-moulon (2 ) of woulon 14 the nowoster is 
supplied with a transcript of u mcord , no fuas may be charged to cover the cost of 
making the transcript but only such foos shall bw payable as would have been payable 
by tho requester, had the records been in a printed or written for . 

(d ) Where any of the foregoing are supplied by posi thon the cost of postage 
may also be charged . 

16 (1 ) A public body shall , on request , provide a roquostor with personal information 
about the requestor himself, which may be in the custody, or under the control, of such a 
public body. 

(2) Whore a record (whether or not it is ono to which accous has boon under the Act ) 
contains information , relating to any person , which is inaccurate , the public body which 
holds the record shall , on the request of that person , correct the information , 

( 3) A request under the sub- section (2) shall be mada in writing to the public body 
which holds the racord and shall 

(8) identify the record which contains the information which the roquester 
nagrada u inuccurato; 

( ) spocify the respect in which the requorter regards the information as 
inaccuruto ; and 

(c) specify by which of the moans described in sub - section ( 8 ); the requemer 
wishes the correction to be made . 
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( 4 ) A public body to which a request under sub -section (2 ) is mado, shall, without 
charge , and within 10 days of receiving the request, determine whether the information 
identified in the request is inaccurate and , if it so finds 

(a ) correct the information and supply a copy of the part of the record containing 
the conection to the requester without charge; 

(b ) determine , so far as is practicable , whether the inaccurate information is 
held by it in any record other than that identified in the request and , if it is , make the 
same correction in such other record ; 

(c) determine, so far as is practicable ,whether the information has been supplied 
by it to any other person and notify any such person of the correction which it has 
made; and 

(d ) supply to the requester without charge, a copy of every notification which it 
has made under clause (c ). 

(5 ) A person who has been notified under clause (c ) ofsub - section (4 ) that he or she 
has been supplied with inaccurate information , shall, within ten days of being so frotified . 
correct that information , and inform the person to whom the information relaics, in writing , 
that the correction has been made. 


(6 ) Where a public body determines that information referred to , in request under 
the provisions of sub- section ( 1) is not inaccurate , it shall , without charge, and within ten 
days of receiving the request 

( a ) make a note in the record as near as possible to the point where the 
information appears, that the accuracy of the information is disputed by the requester 
and attach the request to the record ; 

(b ) supply a copy of the note to the requester without charge ; 

(c) notify the requester of the name and position of the person who had 
determined that the information is not inaccurate ; and 

(d ) notify the requester of the procedure for applying for internal review of the 
decision in accordance with the provisions of section 28 and for making a complaint 
to the Information Commissioner in accordance with the provisions of section 43 of 
the Act. 

(7 ) In this section, " inaccurate " means incorrect, incomplete , misleading or not 
relevant to the purpose for which the record is held . 

( 8 ) For the purposes of this section , information may be corrected by amending , 
supplementing or subject to the provisions of sub-section (9), by deleting it. 

( 9 ) A public body shall not delete information in response to a request under this 
section unless it has supplied to the Chief Information Commissioner a copy of the part of 
the record containing the information which it proposes to delete and any such copy shall 
be retained by the Chief Information Commissioner, 

CHAPTER IV 

EXEMPT INFORMATION 
17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a public body shall not be required to 
disclose exempt information . 

(2 ) A public body shall not refuse to give exempt information where this can be done 
by giving access to a copy of the record from which the exempt information has been 
deleted or by other mcans . 

(3 ) Where a record is withheld in accordance with this section , the concerned public 
body shall , within the time- limit specified under the provisions of section 12 notify the 


Information 
exempt from 
disclosurc. 
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Advice of 
Cabinet . 


Defence 


Security 


International 
relations. 


roquester specifying 

(a ) the provisions of this Act under which the withheld information is considered 
to be excmpt; 

( ) the rcason why the provision is considered to be applied to the information ; 

(c) the name and position of the person responsible for the decision that the 
record contains exempt information ; 

(d ) the procedure for requesting for internal review of the decision in accordance 
with section 28 ; .. 

(e ) the procedure for making a complaint to the Information Commissioner in 
accordance with section 43 of the Act. 

(4 ) In the interpretation and enforcement of this chapter, the provisions shall be 
construed strictly in favour of the requester s right of access to information relating to 
affairs of the public body. 
Categories of exempt information 

18 . A public body may refuse to any requester information as to the aid and advice 
given by Council of Ministers at the Centre at the President and Council of Ministers at the 
States to the Governor. 

19. Information may be exempt if its disclosure would be likely to cause grave and 
significant damage to the defence of India or any of its States or territories. 

20 . Information may be exempt if its disclosure would be likely to cause grave and 
significant damage to the lawful activities of the security or intelligence services . 

21. ( 1 ) Information may be exempt if its disclosure would be likely to cause grave 
and significant damage to the interests of India in the conduct of international relations. 

( 2 ) In this Section , " international relations" means relations between the Government 
of India and 

(a ) the Government of any other friendly foreign State; or 

(b ) an organisation of which only States are members. 
22 . Information may be exempt if its disclosure is likely to 

(a ) result in the commission of an offence; 

(b ) harm the detection , prevention or suppression of law enforcement 
information in a grave and significant manner; 

(c ) reveal the identity of a confidential source of law enforcement information ; 
(d ) facilitate an escape from legal custody; 

(e) prejudice the fair trial of any person against whom proceedings have been 
brought; 

( ) harm the security of any property or system , including a building, a vehicle . 
a computer system or a communications system in a grave and significant manner. 

23. (1) Information is exempt if its disclosure under this Act would involve the 
invasion of the privacy of an identifiable individual (including a deceased individual) 
other than the requester. 

( 2 ) Information is not exempt under sub - section ( 1 ) if it relates to an individual who 
has consented to its disclosure to the requester. 

( 3 ) Information is not exempt under sub - section ( 1 ) if it relates to an individual who 
is deceased and 

(a ) its disclosure is in the public interest insofar as it tends to indicate that the 
actions of, or failure to acı by, a public body contributed to that individual s death ; or 

(b ) the requester is. or is requesting with the consent of the individual s next of 
kin : 


Disclosure 
harmful to law 
enforcement 


Privacy and 
personal 
inforination , 
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Economic and 
commercial 
affairs. 


Provided that clause (b ) of the provisions of sub -section ( 3) shall not apply to 
information relating to the health of the individual which is contained in a record held by 
or on bchalf of a registered medical practitioner who was responsible for the care of the 
individual unless the information is relevant to any claim which may arise out of the 
patient s death . 

(4 ) Information is not exempt under sub - section (1) if it relates to an individual 
acting in that individual s capacity as an officer or employee of a public body except insofar 
as it consists of - 

(a ) a record relating to the health of the individual; 

(6 ) information held by the public body for the purpose of personnel 
management. 
24 . (1) Information is exempt if and so long as its disclosure 

(a ) would be likely to cause grave and significant damage to the economy as a 
result of the premature disclosure of the proposed introduction, abolition or variation 
of any tax , duty , interest rate, exchange rate or instrument of economic management; 

(b ) would be likely to cause significant damage to the financial interests of the 
public body by giving an unreasonable advantage to any person in relation to a 
contract which that person is sccking to enter into with the public body for the 
acquisition or disposal of property or the supply of goods or services, or 

(c) by revealing information to a competitor of the public body , would be likely 
to cause significant damage to the lawful commercial activities of the public body. 

( 2 ) Information which has been complied by a public body for the purpose of 
negotiations with its employees or their representatives in relation to their pay or conditions 
of employment, is exempt if and so long as its disclosure would be likely to cause significant 
damage to the position to be adopted by the public body in those negotiations. 
(3 ) Information is not exempt under sub -section (1) (c ) if 

(a ) it relates to the quality , suitability or safety of the goods or services supplied 
by the public body and the damage referred to in sub -section (1)(c )would be likely to 
result from the exercise of more informed choice by persons seeking to acquire those 
goods or services ; or 

(b ) it consists of the results ofany investigation carried out by , or any information 
supplied to the public body, concerning a public safety hazard . 

(4) For the purposes of sub-section (3 )(6 ) - --" public safety hazard " includes the hazard 
or potential hazard to the public associated with any product which is offered for sale or 
otherwise available to the public ; or with any service provided by a public body ; or with 
any substance which is released into the environment or work place or is present in food 
intended for human consumption , or with any form of public transport; or with any 
installation or manufacturing process or substance used therein , and " the public" includes 
persons in their place of work . . 
25. (1) Information is exempe 

( a ) if it relates to commercial information which has been obtained by the 
public body from a third party who has consistently trcaled it as confidential; 

(b ) if and so long as its disclosure would , by revealing information to a 
competitor of the third party , be likely to cause significant damage to the lawful 
commercial or professional activities of the third party ; or 

(c ) if itrelates to organisational information of a voluntary organisation working 
for public interest. 


Third party 
intcrest 
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Information of 
voluntary 
organisations. 


Giving of 
notice to third 
parties , 


(2 ) Information is not exempt under sub - section (1) ifm 

(a ) it relates to the quality , suitability or safety of the goods or servicos supplied 
by the third party and the damage referred to in sub - section ( 1 )( b ) would be likely to 
result from the exercise ofmore informed choice by persons seeking to acquire those 
goods or services; or 

(b ) it consists of the results of any investigation carried out by , or any information 
supplied to, the public body concerning a public safety hazard . 
(3 ) In this section , " publ c safety hazard " has the same meaning as in section 24 . 

(4) Information is not exempt under this section if the third party has consented to 
its disclosure to the requester. 

(5 ) Notwithstanding anything contained in this section , a public body shall not refuse 
to disclose information which consists of the result of any investigation carried out by a 
public body where such information is used for promotional or advertisement purposes by 
the third party or by the public body itself . 

26. Information of voluntary organisations is exempt if it pertains to research activity 
of the organisation disclosure of which will jeopardise the functioning of the organisation 
or the cause which it is pursuing or will cause grave and significant damage to another 
person . 
27. (1 ) Wherc, in response to a request under section 10 , 

(a ) a public body is considering giving access to a record containing personal 
information or commercial information of a third party, and 

(b ) it is reasonably practicable for it to determine the identity and address of 
the concerned third party , it shall , as soon as is practicable and in any casc not more 
than 4 days after receiving the request, give notice to such a third party in writing by 
fastest means of communication . 
(2 ) A public body shall not be required to give notice under sub -section (b ) where 

( a ) the aforcsaid third party is the requester or has consented to the disclosure 
of the information to the requester; or 

(b ) the information has previously been made public . 
( 3 ) A notice under sub -section (1 ) shall 

(a ) state that the public body is considering giving access to a record containing 
the information in question and describe that information ; 

(b ) in the case of information relating to the personal affairs of the said third 
party, describe the provisions of section 23 . 

(c) in the case of information relating to the commercial or professional activities 
of the concerned third party desqribe the provisions of section 24 ; 

(d ) in case of information of voluntary organisation describe the provisions of 
section 26 ; and 

(e) inform the concerned third party that it may, within five days of receipt of 
the notice , in writing , consent to the disclosure or may make written representations 
to the public body explaining why the information in the record is exempt. 

(4 ) Within six days of the end of the period for making representations referred to in 
clause (d ) of sub- section ( 3) the public body must decide whether or not to give access to 
the record or to part of the record , and give written notice of the decision 10 — 

(a ) the requester, and 
(b ) the third party concerned . 
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(5) (a ) If the public body decides to give access to the record , the notice must include 
a description of third party concerned ; 

(b ) within twenty days of the day on which notice was given but not earlier than 
eleven days of the date of notice, the public body concemed must give the requester access 
to the record containing the information unless, before the end of that period, the third 
party has complained to the Information Commissioner that the public body has decided to 
disclose information relating to his personal affairs or commercial activities, 

(6 ) Where a complainthas been made to the Information Commissioner under clause 
(b ) of sub -section 5, the concerned third party shall notify the concerned public body in 
writing within ten days of the day on which the notice under sub -section (4 ) is given , that 
such a complaint has been made, and the said public body shall not give access to such 
information until such time, as the Information Commissioner has notified it of the outcome 
of the complaint. 
(7 ) Where a public body 

(a ) has not been able to determine the identity and address of the relevant third 
party and , as a result, has not given a notice referred to in sub - section (1), and 

(b ) is of the opinion that personal information or information relating to such 
third party s commercial activities is not exempt under the provisions of sub -section 
( 1) of section 25, it shall notify the Chief Information Commissioner accordingly, 
within four days of the date of request and shall not give access to the record containing 
the information without the consent of the Commissioner, 

( 8) In this section , " the concerned third party " means the person from whom the 
information was obtained and /or to whom the information relates . 


CHAPTER V 


REVIEW OF DECISIONS 


28 . (1 ) A requester who hasmade a request to a public body under section 10 may Request for 
request such a body for effective internal review of any decision of the body. 

intemal review , 
(a ) a failure by the public body to comply with any provision of this Act, or 

(b ) unreasonable behaviour by the public body in the exercise of any discretion 
under this Act. 
(2) A request under sub - section (1) shall 

(a ) be made in writing to the concerned public body ; 
(b ) specify the decision in respect of which internal review is sought; and 

(c) be made within sixty days of the day on which the person making the 
request first had notice of the decision , 

( 3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this chapter, no person shall be denied 
the right to approach the Information Commissioner directly with respect to any complaint 
under this Act. 

29 . (I ) A public body to whom a request for internal review under the provisions of Review by the 
section 28 has been made shall review the decision to which the request relates and shall , public body. 
within fourteen days of such a request 

(a ) confirm that decision or substitute a new decision for it; 
(b ) notify the requester accordingly, stating its reasons; and 

(c ) notify the requester of the procedure for complaining to the Information 
Commissioner under section 10 of the Act. 
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(2 ) For the purposes of this section , "decision" includes any act of, or any failure to 
act by , the public body . 

( 3) The requester will have a right to be heard by public body to whom request for 
internal review is made. 

(4 ) The official of the public body to whom request is made under section 10 shall 
not review the decision . 


CHAPTER VI 

COUNCIL FOR ACCESS TO INFORMATION 
Central Council 30 . (1 ) The CentralGovernmentmay, by notification , establish with effect from 
for Access to such date as it may specify in such notification , a council to be known as Central 
information . 

Council for Access to Information ( hereinafter referred to as the Central Council ), 
(2 ) The Central Council shall consist of the following members , namely : 

(a ) the minister in charge of the Home Ministry of the Central Government, 
who shall be its chairman , and 

(b ) such number of other official or non - official members representing 

such interests as may be prescribed in the rules . 
Procedure of 

31. ( 1) The Central Council shall meet as and when necessary, but at least two 
the Central meetings of the council shall be held every year. 
Council. 

(2 ) The Central Council shall meet at such time and place as the chairman may 
think fit and shall observe such procedure in regard to the transaction of its business as 

may be prescribed in the rules . 
Objects of the 32. The objects of the Central Council shall be to promote and protect the rights of 
Central 

persons such as: 
Council 

(a ) right to be assured that every request for access to a public record shall be 
respected ; 

(b ) right to be assured that no such request shall be wrongfully denied by a 
public body ; 

( c ) right to be assured that accurate , reliable and authentic records shall be 
available ; 

(d ) right to have access to and correction of one s personal records; 

(e ) right to be assured that one s personal record or records relating to one s 
commercial activities or information of voluntary organisation shall not be disclosed 
to others , cxcept as otherwise provided in this Act; 

) right to be heard and to be assured that every person s interest will receive 
due consideration at the Tribunal; 

(8 ) right to seek redressal against wrongful withholding of records by a public 
body or the wrongful disclosure of personal records; 

(h ) right to be educated about health and environmental hazards so as to protect 
and promote human rights and cnvironmental interests ; 

(i) right to be informed about various schemes for the uplift of the disadvantaged 

class of people . 
The State 

33. (1) The State Government may , by notification , establish with effect from such 
Council for 

date as it may specify in such notification , a Council to be known as Council for Access to 
Access to 
information 

information (hereinafter referred to as the State Council ). 
( 2 ) the State Council shall consist of the following members , namely: 

(a ) the Minister in charge of the HomeMinistry in the State Government who 
shall be its chainnan ; 
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(b ) such number of other official or non- official members representing such 
interests asmay be prescribed in the rules. 

( 3) The State Council shall meet as and when necessary but not less than three 
meetings shall be hold every year. 

(4 ) The State Council shall meet at such time and place as the chairman may think 
fit and shall observe such procedure in regard to the transaction of its business as may be 
prescribed in the rules. 

3 . The objects of every State Council shall be to promote and protect within the Objects of the 
concemed State the rights of persons laid down in section 32 . 

State Council 


CHAPTER VII 


OPFICE AND POWERS OF CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER AND INFORMATION COMMISSIONERS 

35. The Chief Information Commissioner shall be appointed by State Government Appointment 
on the recommendation of Selection Committee referred to in section 60 of this Aci. 

of Chief 
Information 
Commissioner 


36 . A person shall not be qualified for appointment as Chief Information Qualifications 
Commissioner unless he 

for appointment 

of Chior 
(() is or has been a District Judge ; or 

Information 

Commissioner . 
( ii ) has for at least 2 years held office of the Information Commissioner ; or 

( iii) has for at least 5 years held the post of a secretary in legal department, 
Government of India or any State Government. 

37 . The Chief Information Commissioner shall have jurisdiction over the functioning Jurisdiction. 
of Information Commissioners in the State and administrative and supervisory functions. 

38 . The Chief Information Commissioner shall discharge the functions enumerated Functions. 
hereunder 

(1) lo facilitate publication of records as provided in Appendices I and II, 

( ii) to ensure availability of records as provided in Appendices I and II at 
reasonable cost , 

( iii) to ensure proper maintenance and indexing of records, 
( iv ) to frame rules for the functioning of Information Commissioner, 
(v ) lo submit annual report of ils working to the legislature , 

( vi) to recommend changes that it may deem necessary for its proper 
functioning , 

(vii ) to lay before the State Legislature such reports that may be demanded 
of it, 

(vii) lo perform such other functions so as to give effect to provision of this 
Act. 
39. The Chief Inforination Commissioner shall have - - 

Powers of Chief 

Ipfomation 
( 1) original powers of Information Commissioner lo dispose of the complaint Connessioner 
under Section 43 of this Act. 

Explanation : - ll any vacancy arises in the office of the Information 
Commissioner lor any reason whatsocver the Chict Information Commissioner shall 
dispose of such complaints till the vacancy is filled . 
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(ii) Supervisory and administrative control over all the Information 
Commissioners in the State in the following matters namely : 

(a ) calling for periodical returns regarding the institution , disposal, 
pending of cases, 

(6 ) issuance of instructions regarding adoption of uniform procedures in 
the hearing of matters, furnishing of documents filed before Information 
Commissioner to parties in English or regional languages speedily as requested 
by parties , 

(c ) gonerally overseeing the functioning of the Information Commissioner 
to ensure that the objects and purposes of the Act are best served without any 
way interfering with their quasi judicial freedom . 

( iii) Power to transfer a complaint filed before one Information Commissioner 
to another Information Commissioner if: 

(a ) the Information Commissioner does not have the jurisdiction to dispose 
of the complaint; or 

(b ) if the Information Commissioner has interest in the subject matter of 
the complaint. 

(iv ) the same powers as are vested in a civil court under the Code of Civil 
Procedure ( 1908 ) while trying a suit in respect of the following matters :- - 

(a ) the summoning and enforcing attendance of any defendant or witness 
and examining the witness to all; 

(b) the discovery and production of any document or othermaterial object 
produciblc as evidence ; 

(c) the reception of evidence on affidavits; 
(d ) issuing of any Commissioner for the examination of any witness ; 

(e) any other matter which may be prescribed , 
Appointment of 40 . The Chief Information Commissioner of the State shall appoint at least one 
Infornation Information Commissioner in each district on the recommendations of the Selection 
Commissioner. Como 

Committee referred to in section 60 of this Act: 

Provided that more than one Information Commissioner may be appointed by the 
Chicf Information Commissioner in a district, if necessary , to discharge and to fulfill the 

purposes and objects of this Act. 
Qualifications 41. A person shall not be qualified for appointmentas an Information Commissioner 
for appointment unless he 
of Information 
Commissioner 

(i) is or has been or is eligible to be a District Judge; or 
( ii ) has at least three years experience as a deputy collector, or 

(iii ) has for at least three years held the post of a secretary in the Legal 

Department of the Government of India or any State Government. 
Jurisdiction . 

42 . An Information Commissioner shall have jurisdiction to entertain complaints 

filed against a public body situated within the limits of the district. 
Powers of 

43. The Information Commissioner shall , in the disposal of any proceedings before 
Information 

it, have the powers of Civil Court as specified in Section 39 . 
Commissioner , 
Limitation 

44. Complaint under section 43 should be filed within one year from the date on which 
a request made to a public body under the provision of this Act is denied : 

Provided where a request ismade under section 28 for internal review the period of one 
year shall commence from the date on which the order of the public body reviewing the 
request is passed . 


haben 
. 
. 
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45 . (1) An Information Commissioner on receipt of a complaintshall refer a copy of Procedure or 
the complaint to the public body mentioned in the complaint, directing it to give its version receipt of a 
of the case within a period of ten days or such extended period not exceeding fifteen days com 
as may be granted by the Information Commissioner ; 

(2 ) Where the concerned public body on receipt of a complaint referred to it under 
section 1 denies or disputes the allegations contained in the complaint or omits or fails to 
take any action to represent its case within the time given by the Information Commissioner, 
the Information Commissioner shall proceed to settle the complaint in the manner it deems 
fit. 

(3 ) In exercising its power under Sub - section 2 the Information Commission shall 
take into consideration the decision of the internal review committee , referred to in Section 
29 if the matter has first been referred to the Review Committee . 

46. (1) If an Information Commissionerdetermines that, under this Act , the concerned Findings of the 
public body is required to give access to a record or a part of it , the Information Commissioner Information 

Commissioner. 
must ask such a public body to give the requester access to the record or the part of it , 
subject to any conditions the Information Commissioner considers appropriatc . 

(2 ) If an Information Commissioner determines that under this Act , the concerned 
public body is required to refuse access to a record or part of it, it must order such a public 
body not to give access to the record or the part of it. 

(3) If an Information Commissioner determines that under this Act, the concemed 
public body is required to correct the personal records or a part of it, it must order such a 
public body to correct the record or part of it . 

(4 ) If an Information Commissioner determines that under this Act, the concerned 
public body is not required to correct the personal records or a part of it, itmust order such 
a public body not to correct the record or part of it. 
; (5) Subject to the foregoing provisions, the procedure relating to the conduct of the 
proceeding by the Information Commissioner shall be such as may be prescribed by the 
rules. 

(6 ) If after proceedings conducted under the provisions of section 45 , the Information 
Commissioner is satisfied that any of the allegations contained in the complaint is proved , 
it shall issue an order. 

(a ) providing compensation for loss or injury caused to a requester due to non 
disclosure of records by a public body or to a third party due to disclosure of personal/ 
commercial information ; 

(b) granting appropriate interim relief; 
· (c ) issuing interim injunctions; 

(d ) awarding punitive damages against public body, if the officials are guilty of 
unconscionable conduct, lack of good faith and unfair dealing in the course of 
implementation of this Act; 

(e ) giving such other relief in deserving cases as Information Commissioner 
thinks appropriate ; 

providing for adequate costs to the parties . 
47. (1) In any proceedings before an Information Commissioner, the burden of Burden ofproof. 
establishing that access to a record or part of a record should not be given shall be on the 
public body which holds the record , Except where the proceedings relate to information 
which is claimed to be exempt under the provisions of section 17 when the burden shall be 
on the requester to establish that disclosure of information would not be contrary to this 
Act . 
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Decisions of the 
Information 
Commissioner 


(2 ) Where proceedings relate to information which is claimed not to be exempt 
under the provisions of section 17 , it is up to the party to establish that the requester has no 
right of access under this Act to the record or a part thereof. 
48. (1 ) At the conclusion of a complaint an Information Commissioner 

(a ) may make an order requiring the public body to take such action as it 
deems necessary, within such period of time as may be specificd in the order ; 

(b ) shall give notice of its findings, stating its reasons and enclosing a copy of 
any order which it has made to the requester, the public body and any other person 
who made representations to an Information Commissioner. 

(2 ) Every proceeding before an Information Commissioner shall be deemed to be a 
judicial proceeding within themeaning of sections 193 and 228 of Indian Penal Code and 43 of 1860. 
the Information Commissioner shall be deemed to be a Civil Court for the purpose of 
acction 195 of Chapter XXVI of Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

2 of 1974 , 
49 . Every order of the Chief Information Commissioner and an Information 
Commissioner shall , if no appeal has been preferred against such an order under the 
provisions of this Act, be final. 


Finality of 
orders of Chief 
Information 
Commissioner 
and Informa 
tion Commis 
sioner, 


Enforcement of 50 . Every order made by Chief Information Commissioner and an Information 
order of Chief Commissioner may be enforced in the samemanner as if it were a decree or order made by 
Infomation 

a Court in a suit pending therein and it shall be lawful for the concerned Chief Information 
Commissioner 
and Informa 

Commissioner or an Information Commissioner to convey in the event of its inability to 
tion Commis execute it , such an order to the Court within the local limits of whose jurisdiction 
sioner. 

(i) the complaint ordinarily resides or carries on business or works for personal 
gain ; or 

( ii ) the public body against which the complaint was made is situated . 
Terms and 

51. (1) The Chicf Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner 
Conditions of shall hold office as such for a term of five years from the date of appointment: 
service of 
Information 

Provided that the Chief Information Commissionerand an Information Commissioner 
Commissioners. shall be eligiblo for appointment for a second term : 

Provided further that Chief Information Commissioner or an Information 
Commissioner shall not hold office after he has altained the age of 70 years. 

(2 ) The terms and conditions of service , including remuneration of the Chief 
Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner, shall not be varied to their 
disadvantage during their tenure of office : 

Provided that the remuneration of Chief Information Commissioner or an Information 
Commissioner shall be fixed by the State Government on the recommendation of Selection 

Committee referred to in section 60 of this Act. 
Vacancy. 

52. If any vacancy arises in the office of the Chief Information Commissioner or an 
Information Commissioner owing to absence , illness or any other cause the Stalc 
Government shall immediately fill the vacancy. 

Explanation : The State Government shall maintain a panel of Chicf Information 
Commissioners and Information Commissioner for the purpose of filling the vacancy as 

and when it arises. 
Registration 

53. (1 ) The Chiof Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner may , 
and removal. by three months notice in writing addressed to the State Government, resign his office . 
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(2 ) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall 
unless permitted by the State Government to relinquish his office sooner, continue to hold 
office until the expiry of three months from the date of receipt of such notice . 

(3 ) The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall not 
be removed from his office except by an order of the Governor passed after an address by 
Assembly supported by a majority of total membership of the Assembly and by a majority 
of not less than two-thirds of the members of assembly present and voting and has been 
presented to the Governor in the same session for such removal on the ground of proved 
misbehaviour or incapacity. 

54 . The salary and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of services Salories and 
including pension , gratuity and other retiroment benefits of the Chief Information allowances and 

other terms and 
Commissioner and an Information Commissioner shall be such as may be prescribed by 

condition of 
the State Government: 

service of Chior 

Information 
Provided that neither the salary and allowances nor the other terms and conditions 

Commissioner 
of service of the Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner shall and Information 
be varied to his disadvantage after his appointment. 

Commissionens . 
55 . (1 The State Government shall determine the nature and categories of the officer Staffof office of 
and other employces required to assist Chief Information Commissioner and an Information the Chief 
Commissioner to discharge his duties and powers as it may deem fit . 

Information 

Commissioner 
(2 ) The salaries and allowances and conditions of service of the officers and other and Inforna 

tion Commis 
employees of the office shall be such as may be prescribed by rules made by the State 

sioner. 
Government. 

( 3 ) The State Government shall provide adequate infrastructure to the 
Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner to discharge the 
powers , functions and duties conferred under this Act. 

56 . Where a complaint instituted under section 43 or appeal filed under section 61 Dismisaal of 
is found to be malicious, frivolous or vexatious, the Chief Information Commissioner or frivolous, 

vexatious or 
an Information Commissioner or State Information Tribunal as the case may be for reasons 

malicious 
to be recorded in writing dismiss the complaint or appeal. 

complaint 
CHAPTER VIII 

TRIBUNAL 
57. The State Government shall by notification establish an Information Tribunal Establishmentof 
( hereinaſter to be referred to as State Information Tribunal) for the purposes of this Act. Su 

tlon Tribunal 


58 . (1 ) The State Information Tribunal shall consist of a Chairman , a Vice - Chaiman Composition of 
und three other members of whom one shall be a woman . 

Tobunals. 
(2 ) Subject to the other provisions of this Act, the State Information Tribunal shall 
be presided over by the Chairman and in the absence of Chairman , by the Vice - Chairman . 

( 3 ) No proceedings of the State Information Tribunal shall be conducted without the 
presence of the Chairman or the Vice - Chairman . 

(4 ) The quorum to constitute a meeting of the State Information Tribunal shall be 
three members . 
59 . (1 ) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the Chairman unless ho 

for appointment 
( ai is, or has been , a judge of a High Court or, 

of Chairman , 
(hi has, for at least two years , held the office of the Vice-Chairman , 

Vice -Chainnan 

and other 
(2 ) A person shall not be qualified for appointment as the Vice -Chairman , unless members . 
he 

( a ) is eligible to be a Judge of a High Court, or 
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Appointment of 
Chairman , 
Vice - Chairman 
andMembers 
of State 
Information 
Tribunal. 


Jurisdiction of 
State Informa 
tion Tribunal 


(b ) has for at least two years , held the post of a Registrar of a High Court. 
(3) A person shall be qualified for appointment as a Member if he is a person who is 
of ability , integrity and standing and has adequate knowledge or experience in dealing 
with problems rolating to media , communication , law , administration , public affairs or 
industry. 

60. ( 1 ) The Chairman , Vice-Chairman and members of tribunal shall be appointed 
by the State Government on the recommendation of the selection committee . 
(2 ) The selection,committee shall consist of: 

(1) the Chairman of State Council; 
( ii ) Secretary of Home Ministry of State Government; 
( iii) a Nomince of Chief Justice of High Court; and 

(iv) other two members of whom one shall be a woman representing public 
interest group selected from the Central Council for access to information . 

61. Subject to the other provisions of this Act , the State Tribunal shall have 
jurisdiction , 

(a ) to entertain appeals against the orders of Chicf Information Commissioner 
or any Information Commissioner ; 

(b ) to call for the records and pass appropriate orders , in any dispute under this 
Act, which is decided by any Information Commission where it appears to the State 
Information Tribunal that such Information Commissioner or Chicf Information 
Commissioner has exercised a jurisdiction not vested in him by law or has failed to 
exercise a jurisdiction so reserved or has acted in the exercise of his jurisdiction 
illegally or with material irregularities. 

62. The State Information Tribunal shall in the disposal of any proceedings before 
it, have 

(a ) the power of a civil court as specified in sub - section (4 ) of Section 39 ; 

(b ) the power to issue an order to a public body directing it to do any one or 
more of the things referred to in sub- sections (1 ) and ( 2 ) of section 46 and follow 
such procedure as may be prescribed by rules, including the power to set aside the 
orders of the Information Commissioner and the Chief Information Commissioner, 

63. The appeal against the order of Chicf Information Commissioner or an Information 
Commissioner shall bemade within sixty days of receipt of the order . 

64. ( 1) The Chairman , Vice- Chairman and members of Tribunal shall hold office as 
such for a term of five years : 

Provided that the Chairman , Vice - Chairman and members of the Tribunal shall be 
eligible for appointment for a second term : 

Provided further that no Chairman , Vice- Chairman or member shall hold office 
after he has attained seventy -five years of age . 

(2 ) The terms and conditions of service, including remuneration of Chairman , Vice 
Chairman and members, shall not be varied to their disadvantage during the tenurc of 
office: 

Provided that the remuneration of Chairman , Vice - Chairman and member shall be 
fixed by State Government on the recommendation of Selection Committee referred to in 
section 60 of this Act. 

(3) The terms and conditions of service of staff of State Information Tribunal shall 
be the same as those of staff of Chief Information Commissioner and Information 
Commissioner referred to in Section 55 of this Act. 


Powers of State 
Information 
Tribunal 


Limitation for 
appeal. 


Termsand 
conditions. 
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Vacancy . 


65 . (1) The Chairman , Vice - Chairman and members may resign from the office by Resignation , 
giving 3 months notice in writing to Central Government. 

Temoval and 
(2) The Chairman , Vice - Chairman and members of State Information Tribunal shall 
not be removed from office except by an order of the Governor passed after an address of 
the Assembly supported by amajority of totalmembership of the Assembly and by a majority 
of not less than two-thirds of the members of the Assembly present and voting has boen 
presented to the Governor in the same session for removal on the ground of proved 
misbehaviour or incapacity . 

( 3 ) If any vacancy arises in the office of Chairman , Vice - Chairman or members of 
State Information Tribunal, the State Government shall fill the vacancy immediately: 

Provided that the State Government shall maintain a panel of Chairman , Vice 
Chairman and members for this purpose. 

66 . (1 ) In the event of the occurrence of any vacancy in the office of the Chairman by Vice-Chairman 
reason of his death , resignation or otherwise, the Vice - Chairman , until the date on which to act as 

Chairman or to 
Chairman s appointment is made in accordance with the provisions of this Act to fill such 

discharge his 
vacancy, shall continue to discharge the functions vested in the Chairman . 

functions in 

certain 
(2 ) When the Chairman is unable to discharge his functions owing to absence, illness 

circumsances. 
or any other cause , the Vice - Chairman shall discharge the functions of the Chairman until 
the date on which the Chairman resumes his duties . 

67. Every order the State Information Tribunal shall be final and no further appeal Finality of order 
shall lie . 

of State 
Information 
Tribunal 


68. The order of the State Information Tribunal shall be enforced in the samemanner Enforcement of 
as the order of Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner. order of Stato 

Information 
Thbunal, 


Penalties 


69. (1 ) Any person , who destroys , disfigures, deletes, obscures or otherwise tampers 
with a record or part of a record held by a public body which is required to be preserved 
under the provisions of section 5 , and thereby adversely affects a person s right to quick 
access to accurate information , is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction or indictment 
to imprisonment of a term not exceeding six months or a fine, or both . 


(2 ) A person charged with an offence under sub -section (1) will have to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that at the time of the alleged offence he did not know , and could not 
have known with reasonable care and caution that the record was one to which the provisions : 
of section 5 apply . 


(3) Where a public body against whom a complaint is made or as the case may be by 
the State Tribunal, the person responsible for withholding the information against such an 
order, or disclosing personal or commercial information ordered by the Tribunal to be 
withheld , shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
one month but which may extend to three years, or with fine which shall not be less than 
two thousand rupees but which may extend to ten thousand rupees , or with both : 


Provided that the concerned Tribunal may, if it is satisfied that the circumstances of 
the case so require, impose a sentence of imprisonment or fine, or both , for a term less than 
the minimum term and the amount less than the minimum amount specified in this section . 


2 of 1974 


( 4 ) For the purpose of executing the orders, the provision of Sections 418 to 422 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure 1973 shall, with such modifications as may be necessary, 
be applicable and the Tribunal shall be deemed to be the Court of passing the sentence . 
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Advocates not 70. Advocates shall ordinarily not be permitted to be engaged for any proceedings 
to appear before before the Information Commissioner, Chief Information Commissioner and Tribunal: 
Information 
Commissioner, 

Provided that a party to a suit may be permitted to engage an advocate if 
Chief 
Information 

(i) the complainant has engaged an advocate; 
Comunissionar 
and Tribunals. 

( li ) with the consent of the complaint; or 

( iii) if the Tribunal desires their appearance due to legal complexities of the 

case for reasons to be recorded in writing and with the permission of the complainant. 
Exclusion of 

71. The decisions of the Tribunal shall be, under Article 323B of the Constitution of 
writ jurisdiction India and excluded from writ jurisdiction of the High Court. 
of the High 
Court . 

CHAPTER IX 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Immunity to 

72 . No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against the Chief 
Chief 

Information Commissioner, an Information Commissioner, Members of the Tribunal or 
Information 

any officer or person acting under the direction of the Chief Information Commissioner, 
Comidissioner, 
Information 

an Information Commissioner or a Tribunal for executing any order made by it or in 
Commissioner respect of anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done by such member, 
and members of officer or person under this Act or under any rule or order made thereunder. 
Tribunal and 
their staff for 
acts done in 
good faith . 


lmunity o 
public interest 
group for acts 
donc in good 
fasth . 


Power to 
remove 
diMculdes . 


73 . No suit , prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against any requcster or 
voluntary consumer organisations or public interest groups ormembers thereof taking up 
activities or cases for protecting human rights, interests of consumers, disadvantaged groups 
of people or environmental interests, in respect of anything which is, in good faith , done or 
intended to be done by such organisation or member under this Act or under any rule or 
order made thereunder. 

74. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central 
Government may, by order in the Official Gazette, make such provisions not inconsistent 
with the provisions of this Act as appear to it to be necessary or expedient for removing the 
difficulty ; provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of two 
years from the commencement of this Act. 

75. ( 1) Where data relating to the creditworthiness of persons is held by several 
credit institutions at a time, such data in respect of each person shall be collected and 
maintained by a Central Data Bank to be constituted by the Central Government. 

( 2 ) Any person may, by making a request in writing to such a data bank , obtain 
information about his own creditworthiness, in a meaningful and effective manner by 
paying such fees as may be prescribed by Central Government for the purpose . 

76 . The Official Secrets Act 1923 is hereby repealed . 


Constitution of 
a Central Data 
Bank . 


Repeal of 
Official Secrets 
Act 1923 


Power to make 
rules. 


77. (1) The CentralGovernment may, by notification makc rules for carrying out the 
provisions of sections 30 ( 2 ), 31 and 75 of this Act and any other rules for carrying out the 
provisions of this Act. 


(2 ) The State Government may by notification make rules for carrying out the 
provisions in Sections 15 , 33 , and 55 of this Act and any other rules to carry out the 
provisions of this Act. 


Sec . 2 ] 


THE GAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


78 . (1 ) Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid as Laying of rulos . 
soon asmay be after it is made before oach House of the Parliament, while it is in Session 
for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session or two or more 
successive sessions and if before the expiry of the session immediately following the session 
or the successive sessions aforesaid , both Houses agree to making any modification in the 
rule of both Houses agree that the rule should not be made the rule shall thereafter have 
effect only in modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be , however, that any such 
modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything do the 
previously under that rulc . 

(2 ) Every rule made by the State Legislature shall be laid as soon asmay be after it is 
made before State Legislature . 

CHAPTER X 

COMMUNITY RIGHT TO KNOW 
79 . (1) The State Government shall, within three months of the cnactment of this Duty of Industry 
Act, publish a list of hazardous substances as notified under Environment Protection Act to discloso. 
1986 . 

(2 ) The State Governmentmay by notification in the officialGazette , add from time 
10 time hazardous substances to this list such as it may deem necessary. 

(3) W ) The list prepared by the State Goverment under sub -section (1) shall also 
mention the threshold quantity of each hazardous substance specified therein . 

( ii) The threshold quantity of a hazardous substance is the limit beyond which the 
production , storage, transportation , use or cmission of the substance would be hazardous 
to the health or life of the community or to the environment. 

(4) The threshold quantity of each hazardous substance shall be determined under 
sub -section (2 ) after taking into account the toxicity, reactivity, volatility, dispersibility , 
combustibility , or flammability of such hazardous substance. 

( 5) The list prepared under sub -section ( 2 ) shall be made available by the State 
Government to any person on request and shall also be made available to each industry . 

(6 ) The list prepared by a State Government under sub-section (1) as well as the 
threshold quantities determined under sub - section (3 ) may be revised by the concerned 
State Government from time to time, taking into consideration the criteria laid down in 
sub - section ( 4 ). 

(7 ) (i) Each industry shall , at the begioning of each year, bring out a publication 
containing identification of the routes that are likely to be used for transportation of the 
hazardous substances, identification of the places where they may be stored or used as well 
as identification of the areas and communities that are likely to be affected in case of any 
accidental release of the substances or any hazard relating to the substance . 

(ii) The publication under clause (i) shall also contain a description of the cmergency 
equipments maintained by the industry as well as the procedure andmeasures to be adopted 
by the industry in case of an emergency or accident relating to the use , production , storage, 
transportation or release of the hazardous substances. 

(iii) The publication under clause (i) shall also contain a description of the antidote 
measures to be adopted by the industry in case of an accident or hazard in such an industry . 

( 8) Every industry shall, atthe end of each year, publish a list containing a description 
of the names and quantities of hazardous and substances that had been produced , 
transported , stored , used or released into the environment, whether routinely or accidentally 
during that year, by such an industry , where such quantities exceed the threshold limits 
determined under sub -section (3 ). 

(9 ) Every publication under sub -sections (7 ) and (8 ) shall be supplied by the industry 
lly any person on request as well as to the concerned State Government. 
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(10 ) If release of a hazardous substance in excess of the threshold quantity occurs 
from an industry at which such a substance is produced , used or stored or where any 
hazard or accident takes place in such an industry , then the owner or operator of the 
concerned industry shall immediately notify the communities thatmay be adversely affected 
by such hazard or release, as the case may be , of the measures thatmay be adopted by them 
to protect themselves against the adverse effects of such release. 

(11 ) In the event of any accident or hazard in an industry caused by the production , 
storage, transportation , use or emission of any hazardous substances in excess of the 
threshold quantities laid down in sub -section (3 ), the concerned industry shall be liable to 
undertake antidote measures for safeguarding the environment against damage or destruction 
as well as the health and lives of the community . 


( 12 ) Each industry shall be required to appoint a particular day in each week when 
the public shall be entitled to visit the site of the industry and to scrutinize the production 
processes, the storage and transport facilities as well as the emergency equipments 
maintained by the industry . 


(13 ) Any person or the State Government, as the case may be , may make a complaint 
to an Information Commissioner, if the provisions of this Act have not been complied 
with by an industry . 
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Appendix I 
[See section ( 1) 


Records 


Outlets 


Language 


1 . 


Records of 
Central Government 


English and Hindi 


A centre notified by 
Central Government 
in oach district and 
Concerned 
Government Department 
and Tribunal 


Regional language 


Records of 
Central Government 
in regional 
languages 


A centre notified by 
Central Government 
in each district and 
Concerned Government 
Department and Tribunal 


3. 


Records of 
State Goverment 


English and 
Regional language 


A centre notified by 
State Government, 
Concerned Government 
Department and 
Tribunal 


4 . 


Records of 
Ugion Territory 


Local language 
and Regional Language 


A centre notified by 
the Government of 
Union territory, 
Government Department 
and Tribunal 


- 


- 


- 
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Appendix - II 
[See Section 6 (2) ] 


Records 


Outlets 


Language 


English and Hindi 


The Welfare Schemes , 
guidelines, direction , 
circulars, resolutions 
of Central Government 


A centre notified by 
Central Government, 
concerned department 


Regional language 


The Welfare Schemes, 
guidelines, direction 
circulars , resolutions of 
Central Government in 
regional language 


A centre notified by 
State Government, 
concerned department 
and Tribunal 


3 . 


Regional language 


The Welfare Schemes 
guidelines , direction 
circulars, resolutions 
of State Government 


A centre notified by 
State Government, 
concerned department 
and Tribunal 


Regional language 


The Welfare Schemes, 
guidelmes, direction 
circulars, resolutions 
of Union Territory 


A centre notified by 
Union Territory 
Administration 


Acts , rules, . 
regulations , bye laws 
relating to 
colleges, university 


At the school, college 
or university as the 
case may be 


English and 
regional language 


Jail manuals, rules, 
laws, etc . 


At prisons and 
concerned courts 


English and 
regional 
language 


7 . 


At the hospital 


English and 
regional language 


Records of specific 
information on legal 
rights of patients in 
respect ofmedical 
facility/services given 
at the hospital 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
Debate about the right to information is going on in the country and slowly every 
political party has realised the need to accept the right to information . This is only possible 
if such a right can be given to every citizen of India by an appropriate Legislation by 
Parliament 

Such a right will bring the required transparency in the administration and help 
creating value-based politics and clean administration which are basic ingredients of a 
healthy democracy. 

The Bill seeks to provide the people with a legal Right of Access to Information 
about the Governments - Central, State as well as local, Government 
instrumentalities, and all other bodies falling within the definition of State , under 
Article 12 of the Constitution of India as well as vital public services like banking , 
insurance , transport, etc . It also seeks to provide people with a legal right to obtain 
and to correct their personal records held by such bodies, and for the aforesaid 
purposes, it seeks to make provisions for the constitution of Information 
Commissioners in each District, Chief Information Commissioner in each Slate , as 
well as establishment of quasi-judicial Tribunal for the settlement of disputes relating 
to Access to Information and for matters connected therewith . 

The Bill further seeks, inter alia, to make the Governments , their undertakings as 
well as public services like transport , banking , insurance , etc . more accountable to the 
public by 

(a ) giving the public a right of access to records, and 
(b ) specifying limited and specified exemptions to the right of access. 

The Bill also confers a right on persons to have access to personal records in the 
custody or control of such bodies defined as public bodies under the Act and to correctsuch 
records, where they are inaccurate , 

It also seeks to enable public to seek information about industries specially dealing 
with hazardous substances, 

The Bill in short seeks to make right to information a legal right. 


SANAT MEHTA 


New Delhi; 
February 7, 1997 . 
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Notes on Clauses 

Clause 1 Provides for the extension of the Act to the whole of India except Jammu 
and Kashmir . 


Clause 2 Lays down the definitions. 
Clause 3 Provides for the scope of the Act. 

Clause 4 Prescribes that the right of access to records shall override any other provision 
of law denying access to records. 

Clause 5 Provides for tue maintenance and regular indexing by public bodies of all 
legislations, reports and records specified therein . 

Clause 6 Provides for themandatory publication of all legislations, by -laws,manuals, 
rules and regulations and welfare schemes, guidelines, directives, circulars , resolutions, 
of the Government, whether Central State or local and availability of the same at adequate 
outlets and reasonable prices. 

Clause 7 Provides for computerisation of all records of the Government and 
connection of the same through networks. 

Clause 8 Lays down the duty of the public bodies to assist all requesters under the 
Act. 

Clause 9 Provides for the extension of the right of access to all persons, not being 
alien enemies. 

Clause 10 Lays down the procedure for requesting access to information . 

Clause 11 Provides for transfer of requests from one public body to another where 
the records are held by or are more closely related to the work of such other public body. 

Clause 12 Lays down the procedure and time- limit for responding to a request for 
access to record . 


Clause 13 Provides for extension of time-limit for responding to a request for access 
to a record . 


Clause 14 Provides for the various formsin which access to a record may be requested 
and given . 

Clause 15 Prescribes the fees to be paid for inspection of and/or for obtaining copies 
of the records requested and also provides for waiver of fees under circumstancesmentioned 
therein . 

Clause 16 Provides for the right of a requester to obtain information about himself 
held by a public body and to correct such information where it is inaccurate . 

Clause 17 Provides for non - disclosure of exempt information as well as the procedure 
to be followed by a public body when withholding such exempt records . 

Clause 18 Provides for non -disclosure of information relating to the aid and advice 
to the Government. 

Clause 19 Provides for non -disclosure of information where disclosure is likely to 
cause grave and significant damage to the country or to any of its States or territories. 

Clause 20 Provides for non -disclosure of information where disclosure is likely to 
cause grave and significant damage to lawful activities of security services. 

Clause 21 Provides for non -disclosure of information where such disclosure is likely 
to cause grave and significant damage to the conduct of international relations. 

Clause 22 Provides for non -disclosure of information where such disclosure is likely 
to cause grave and significant damage to law enforcement activities. 
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Clause 23 Provides for non - disclosure of information involving the invasion of the 
privacy an identifiable individual . 

Clause 24 Provides for non -disclosure of information where such disclosure is likely 
to cause grave and significant damage to the economic or commercial affairs of a public 
body. It also lays down circumstances where such disclosure is permitted . 

Clause 25 Provides for non -disclosure of information where such disclosure is likely 
to cause grave and significant damage to the lawful commercial or professional activities 
of a third party, It also provides for circumstances where such information is noi exempt. 

Clause 26 Provides for non -disclosure of information of voluntary organisation , if it 
is pertaining to research activities, etc . 

Clause 27 Provides for notice to third parties. 

Clause 28 Lays down the procedure of request for internal review of a decision by a 
public body . 

Clausc 29 Provides for review of decision by public body. 

Clause 30 Provides for the establishment and composition of a Central Council for 
Access to information . 

Clause 31 Provides for the procedure of the Central Council. 
Clause 32 Lays down the objects of the Central Council. 

Clause 33 Provides for the establishment and composition of the State Council for 
Access to Information . 

Clause 34 Provides that the objects of the State Council shall be to promote and 
protect within the concerned State the rights of persons as laid down in the clause relating 
to the objects of the Central Council. 

Clause 35 Provides for the appointment of the Chief Information Commissioner. 

Clause 36 Provides for qualifications for appointment of Chief Information 
Commissioner. 

Clause 37 Lays down the Jurisdiction of Chief Information Commissioner , 
Clause 38 Lays down the functions of the Chief Information Commissioner 
Clause 39 Lays down the powers of the Chief Information Commissioner. 
Clause 40 Provides for the appointment of Chief Information Commissioner, 
Clause 41 Provides for qualifications for appointment of Information Commissioner. 
Clause 42 Provides for the jurisdiction of Information Commissioner , 
Clause 43 Lays down the powers of the Chief Information Commissioner, 

Clause 44 Lays down the limitations of time for filling the complaint to the 
Information Commissioner, 


Clause 45 Provides for procedure on receipt of a complaint by Information 
Commissioner. 


Clause 46 Lays down that the Information Commissioner shall make an order 
requiring the public body to take such action as he deems necessary, 

Clause 47 Provides that the burden of establishing that a record is exempt under the 
Act will be on the public concerned . 

Clause 48 Provides for the decision of the Information Commissioner, 
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Clause 49 Provides that an order of an Information Commissioner shall be deemed 
to be final it no appeal is preferred against such an order. 

Clause 50 Provides for enforcement of orders by the Chief Information Commissioner 
and Information Commissioner. 

Clause 51 Provides for Terms and conditions of service of Chief Information 
Commissioner and Information Commissioner. 


Clause 52 Provides for arising of vacancy in the office of the Chief Information 
Commissioner and Information Commissioner. 

Clauso 53 Lays down the procedure ofresignation and removal of Chief information 
Commissioner and Information Commissioner. 

Clause 54 Provides for salaries and allowances and other terms and conditions of 
service of Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioner, 

Clause 55 Provides for staff of office of the Chief Information Commissioner and 
Information Commissioner. 

Clause 56 Provides for the dismissal of frivolous and / or malicious complaint. 
Clause 57 Provides for establishment of State Information Tribunals . 
Clause 58 Provides for the composition of State Information Tribunals. 

Clause 59 Lays down the qualifications for appointment of Chairman , Vice - Chairman 
and other Members. 

Clause 60 Provides for appointment of Chairman , Vice - Chairman and Members of 
State Information Tribunal. 

Clausc 61 Provides for the jurisdiction of the State Information Tribunal. 
Clause 62 Lays down the power of State Information Tribunal. 
Clausc 63 Lays down the limitation for appeal. 

Clause 64 Lays down the termsand conditions of service of Chairman , Vice -Chairman 
and other members . 


Clause 65 Provides for the resignation and removal of the Chairman , Vice - Chairman 
and members. 


Clause 66 Lays down that the Vice -Chairman to act as Chairman or to discharge his 
function in certain circumstances . 

Clause 67 Provides that an order of State Information Tribunal shall be final. 
Clause 68 Provides for enforcement of orders by the State Information Tribunal. 

Clause 69 Provides for penalties in cases where any person fails to comply with any 
order of a Tribunal or destroys, disfigures or tampers with any record held by a public 
body and required to be preserved under the Act. 

Clause 70 Provides that advocates would not ordinarily be permitted to appear 
before the Chief Information Commissioner, Information Commissioner and Tribunal 
except under certain circumstances specified therein . 

Clause 71 Provides for the exclusion of the decisions of the Tribunal from the writ 
jurisdiction of the High Court . 

Clause 72 Provides for immunity from prosecution to any member of the Tribunal, 
Chief Information Commissioner, Commissioner or other officer før any acts which in 
good faith is done or intended to be done by them under the Act. 
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Clause 73 Provides for immunity from prosecution to any requester including public 
interest groups for anything which in good faith is done by them under the Act. 

Clause 74 Confers powers on the Central Government to make provisions for removal 
of any difficulty that may arise in giving effect to the provisions of this Act. 

Clausc 75 Provides for the constitution of a Central Data Bank for collecting and 
maintaining data relating to the credit worthiness of persons. 

Clause 76 Provides for the repeal of the Official Secrets Act 1923 . 

Clause 77 Provides for power to make Rules by Central Government and State 
Government. 

Clause 78 Provides for laying of rules . 

Clause 79 Seeks to make provisions whereby industry will be obliged to disclose to 
the community information relating to its chemical releases , emergency preparedness, 
etc . 


Appondices - I and II for outlcts of records . 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to make provisions for the maintenance , preservation and 
indexing of all Acts, public records, etc . 

Clause 6 socks to make provisions for publication and availability of all Acts , Rules 
and Regulations about Welfare Schemes, reports on official Committees etc . at various 
outlets throughout the country. 

Clause 7 seeks to provide for computerisation of all records, legislations and connect 
thern by a network throughout t ie country on different systems, 

Clause 12 seeks to make provisions for responding to requests for access to 
information which would require cach State and Union Territory to establish a network 
for responding to such requests. 

Clause 30 provides establishment of Central Council for access to information by 
the Central Government. 

Clause 75 seeks to make provisions for the constitution of Central Data Bank by the 
Central Government which shall maintain and complete data relating to creditworthiness 
of persons where such data is held by several credit institutions at a time. 

The Bill, if enacted will involve expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India. It 
is not possible to indicate at this state the exact expenditure that will be involved from the 
Consolidated Fund of India. However, it is estimated that a recurring expenditure of 
Rs, twenty crore per annum is likely to be involved . A non - recurring expenditure of rupees 
fifty crore is also likely to be involved from the Consolidated Fund of India . 


Th 


: 1 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 


Clause 15 of the Bill provides for prescription of reasonable foes by the Government 
for obtaining records from public bodies. 

Clause 30 provides that the Central Council shall have such number of officials or 
non -officials as may be prescribed . 

Clause 31 provides that the Central Council shall observe such procedure in regard 
to the transaction of business as may be prescribed . 

Clause 33 provides that the State Council shall have such official or non -official 
members as may be proscribed . 

Clause 37 provides that the State Council shall observe such procedure as may be 
prescribed . 

Clause 55 provides for terms and conditions of services of office of the Chief 
Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners. 

Clause 75 provides for prescription of fees for obtaining records from the Central 
Data Bank . 

Clause 77 provides for Central Government to make rules for carrying out the 
provision of the Bill. 

As rules will relate to matters of detail only , the delegation of legislative powers is 
of a normal character. 
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Bill No. 40 of 1997 


A Bill to amend the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 , 


BE it enacted by Parliament in the Forly - cighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


Short title, 


1. This Act may be called the Prevention of Corruption ( Amendment) Act, 1997. 


Amendinent 
of section 2 . 


49 of 1988 


2 . In the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 (hereinafter referred to as thc principal 
Act), in section 2, in clause (c), after sub -clause (i), the following sub -clause shall be 
inserted , namely:--- 


" (ia ) any person who is , or has been , a member of cither House of Parliament or 
a member of thc Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council of a State;". 


Amendment 
of section 19 . 


3. In section 19 of the principal Act, in sub - section ( 1), after clausc (b ), the following 
clause shall be inserted , namely : 


" ( ba) in the case of a person who is , or has been , - 


(i) a member of either House of Parliament, the President of India ; and 


(ii) a member of the Legislative Assembly or Legislative Council of a 
State , the Governor of that State;" . 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 


The country has recently witnessed a series of financial scams and other economic 
offences in which some members of Parliament and State Legislatures are alleged to have 
been involved . A doubt has been expressed about the applicability of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988 to the members of Parliament and State Legislatures. At present, 
when the highest in the Executive and Judiciary fall within the purview of the Act, it is 
against the spirit of the Constitution to keep the persons elected to the Parliament or State 
Legislatures outside the purview of the Act. The matter needs to be put beyond any doubt. 

Hence this Bill. 


MEIRA KUMAR 


New Delhi; 
February 11, 1997. 
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Pour le 


Bill No. 34 OF 1997 


A Bill to provide for compulsory registration of religious conversions in India . 


WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for registration of religious conversions in 
India for certain purposes; 


Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows : 


Short titlo , 
extent and 
commence 
mont. 


1. (1 ) This Actmay be called the Compulsory Registration of Religious Conversions 
Act, 1997. 


(2 ) It extends to the whole of India , 


( 3) This section shall come into force at once and the remaining provisions of the Act 
shall come into force within a period of one year from the date of publication of this Act in the 
Official Gazette , in such areas and on such dates which may be different for different areas as 
the Central Government may , by notification in the Official Gazetto , appoint. 
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Definitions. 


2. In this Act unless the context otherwise requires, - 


( a ) " conversion " or " religious conversion " or " change of faith " means the 
voluntary act of changing , converting , adopting or altering the religion of birth or 
faith or belief and mode of religious practice by any person who has completed the 
age of 18 years , by requisite religious rites, customary ceremony, legal citation or by 
any other form ormanner , so prevailing in the Community , castc , society and includes 
re -conversion ; 

(6 ) "memorandum ” means a memorandum of conversion provided for in 
section 5 ; 


(c) " pricat” means any person who solemnises conversion either under any 
religious authority or social sanction or custom ; 

(d ) " Register" means a Register of Conversions maintained under this Act; 
(e) “Registrar" means a Registrar of Conversions appointed under this Act; 


o “ Registrar-Gencral" means the authority so appointed by the Central 
Government for the States of India and Union territories under this Act. 


Trent 


3 . (1 ) The Central Government may appoint a Registrar -General for each of 
the States and Union territories for purposes of this Act. 


ofRegistrar 
Gencral and 
Rogistrars 


(2 ) The Central Governmentmay appoint such number of persons as it thinks 
fit to be Registrars of Conversions for such local areas in a State or Union territory as 
It may specify from time to time. 


4 . After the date on which the provisions of this Act have been brought into force in 
any area as provided under sub -section (3 ) of section 1, Every conversion in such area 
shall be registered in the manner provided in section 5. 


Every 
conversion to 
be registered 


Memorandum 
of conversion . 


5 . (1) Every person proposing to change or alter the religion of his birth , or custom 
ary faith or religious practice by conversion to another religion or faith , on his own free 
will and by his voluntary choice , shall prepare and sign a memorandum in such form as 
may be prescribed by the Central Government and shall deliver or send by registered post 
the said memorandum in triplicate to the Registrar of the area 60 days Before the date of 
proposed conversion . 


(2 ) The memorandum shall also be signed by the officiating priest, or head of the 
religious institution or the person who is authorised to perfom the ceremony or rites at the 
time, date and place of conversion ceremony mentioned in the said memorandum . 


Registerof 
conversions 
and action on 
memorandum 


( 3 ) The memorandum shall be accompanied by a fee of rupees fivo . 
6 . (1) The Registrar shall maintain a register of conversions. 
(2 ) On receipt of the memorandum the Registrar shall file the same in the Register 

( 3 ) The duplicate copy of the memorandum shall be sent to the Registrar -General, 
after the expiry of the period of 60 days, as provided under sub - section (1 ) of section 5 , 
with the intimation of date , time and place of actual conversion as provided in sub - section 
(3 ) of section 7. 

(4 ) The third copy of the memorandum shall be sentwithin 15 days from the date the 
memorandum is delivered to or received by the Registrar for information to the religious 
head , chief priest, community organisation , social body or recognised mission of the reli 
gion or faith from which or out of which the person proposes to seek conversion . 

(.5 ) The Registrar -General shall from time to time nominate such persons, priests , 
organisations, institutions, missions, etc . for that area or for the State or States or Union 
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territories to whom the information of conversion of the person referred to in sub - section 
( 1 ) of section 5 has to be furnished . 


Conversion 
when becomes 
complete . 


7. (1) After the expiry of the period of 60 days as provided in sub -section ( 1) of 
section 5, the person presenting the memorandum shall be entitled to effect the act of 
conversion which shall be completed within a period of 45 days from the date of expiry of 
the 60 days period . 

(2 ) The person so converted shall deliver or send by registered post an intimation of 
conversion in such form as may be prescribed by Central Government, duly signed by 
himself , the officiating priest and three witnesses, to the Registrar. 
( 3) The Registrar shall, on receiving the intimation of conversion , 

(a ) file the same in the register and make an entry of the conversion so effected ; 


(b ) issue a certificate of conversion to the person presenting the memorandum ; 


and 


(c) send onc copy of the memorandum with the entry of conversion to the 
Registrar-General as provided under sub -section ( 3 ) of section 6 . 


Register to be 
open to public 
inspection 


8. The Register maintained under this Act shall at all reasonable times be open to 
inspection and certified copies of extracts therefrom shall be given by the Registrar to any 
person who applies for the same on payment of a fee of rupees two for each such copy. 


Non 
registration not 
to invalidate 
conversion . 


9. No conversion in any area or the State or Union territory to which this Act applies 
shall be invalid solely by reason of the fact that it was not registered under this Act or that 
the memorandum or the intimation of conversion was not delivered or sent to the Registrar 
or that such memorandum or intimation of conversion was defective , irrcgular or 
incorrect: 


Provided that such conversion shall not be accepted as proof for any service under 
the Central or the State Government or otherwise and shall not entitle the person so con 
verted to any benefits , reservation , special privilege, rights, scholarships and such other 
benefits as may be given by the Central or the State Government to a person of that par 
ticular religion to which the person claims to be converted , unless the certified copy of the 
conversion is produced . 


Penalty for 
neglecting to 
comply with 
provisions of 
sections 5, 6 or 
7 or for 
making false 
statement in 
mcmorandum 


10 . Any person , who wilfully avoids or neglects to deliver or send the memorandum 
as required by section 5 and the intimation of conversion under section 7 or makes any 
statement in such memorandum or intimation of conversion which is false in any material 
particular and which he knows or has reason to believe it to be false , shall on conviction be 
punishable with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees. 


Penalty for 
failing to file 

Xcmorandum 
or intimation . 


11. Any Registrar , who fails to file the memorandum pursuant to section 6 or the 
intimation of conversion under section 7, shall on conviction be punished with rigorous 
imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months or with fine which may extend 
to five hundred rupees or with both . 


Penalty for 
secreting , 
destroying or 
alterng 
register 


12. Any person secreting, destroying or dishonestly altering the register or any part 
thereof shall , on conviction , be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend 
to two years and shall also be liable to fine. 


Registrar to be 
public Servant. 


13. Every Registrar shall be deemed to be a public servant within the meaning of 
section 21 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 . 


45 of 1860 
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14 . (1 ) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette and 
subject to the conditions of previous publication , make rules for carrying out the purposes 
of this Act. 


Power to make 
rules. 


( 2 ) In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such 
rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely :-- 


( a ) the duties and powers of the Registrar ; 


(b ) forms of the memorandum of conversion and the intimation of conversion , 
the forms and manner in which registers or records required to be kept by or under 
this Act shall be maintained ; 


(c ) the custody in which the registers and records are to be kept and the 
preservation of such registers and records; 

(d ) provision to enable the Registrar to be present if, needed at the time of 
actual conversion . 


(3 ) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette , maintain a 
list of religious heads, chiefs , priests , missions , recognised religious authorities, societies, 
etc . in the State as well as community organisations, social institutions or bodies of recog 
nised castes, sects , faiths or communities to whom a copy ofmemorandum of conversion is 
to be sent as provided under sub - section ( 4 ) of section 6 . 


(4 ) Every rule , made under this Act shall be laid , as soon as may be after it is made , 
before each House of Parliament while it is in session , for a total period of thirty days 
which may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, 
before the expiry of the session immediately following the session or the successive ses 
sions aforesaid , both Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses 
agrec that the rule should not be made , the rule shall, from the date of publication of a 
notification in the Official Gazette of such decision , havc effect only in such modified form 
or hc of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any such modification or annul 
ment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done or omitted to be 
done under that rule . 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
The Compulsory Registration of Religious Convorsions Bill , 1997 has boon brought 
forward for the purpose of registering all the religious conversions in the country. Such a 
record or statistics of conversions would be of a great value for many purposes, such as at 
the time of census , social work , research , etc . Further, the Bill serves another valuable 
purposo viz. it will give the person seeking conversion a sufficient time to exorcise his free 
will and take a voluntary decision , The Bill does not propose to interfere in any way with 
the right of every citizen to choose his own religion . Thus, the Bill is of great social 
importance and , therefore , necessary in larger public interest. 


In recent times, religious conversions have taken place on "mass scale " under cir 
cumstances which leave doubts about those conversions being not voluntary nor out of free 
will nor a genuine change of faith . Such incidents can become a major problem of law and 
order or communal hatred or religious conflicts. The Bill honestly gives full right to overy 
individual to choose his own religion and also sets out a method for registoring it and 
make it foolproof against any undue compulsion like financial, social, political, domestic 
or educational, or inducement like job or any other such benefits and enticements . This 
Bill will thus, if enacted , serve a great social purpose and the current need of the time in 
the country . 


KASHIRAM RANA 


NEW DELHI; 
February 13 , 1997. 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 3 of the Bill provides for appointment of Registrars General and Registrars 
in the States and the Union territories. Clause 6 ( 1) provides for maintenance of registers 
by the Registrars . Appointment of these officers and their offices are likely to involve a 
recurring expenditure of about rupees fifteen lakh annually from the Consolidated Fund of 
India . 


A non -recurring expenditure of about rupees ten lakh is also likely to be involved . 
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 
Clause 14 of the Bill empowers the Government to make rules for carrying out the 
purposes of this Bill and in particular in regard to certain matters which include the duties 
and powers of the Registrar , the forms of memorandum of conversion and the intimation 
of conversion , the forms and manner in which registers or records are required to be 
maintained, the custody in which the registers and records are kept, and the provision to 
enable the Registrar to be present at the time of actual conversion . The matters in respect 
of which such rules may be made are matters of procedure or administrative details. The 
delegation of legislative power is thus of a normal character. 


SEC , 2 ] 


SEC.2] 


THEGAZETTE OF INDIA EXTRAORDINARY 


Bill No. 32 of 1997 


A Bill to provide for declaration and public scrutiny of assets of Ministers and 

Members of Parliament. 


Be il enacted by Parliament in the Forty - eighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


1. (1 ) This Act may be called the Declaration and Public Scrutiny of Assets of 
Ministers and Members of Parliament Act, 1997 . 


short title and 
cominance 


mont. 


(2 ) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may , by notifi 
cation in the Official Gazette , appoint. 


2 . In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, 


Definitions. 


Definitions 


( a ) " asset" includes all properties, both movable and immovable, held by the 
Ministers or Members or Parliament legally or in benami; 


(b ) " Constitution " means the Constitution of India , 


45 of 1860). 


(c ) " Indian Penal Code” means the Indian Penal Code, 1860 ; 
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( d ) " Library " means the Parliamont Library ; 

(e) Members of Parliament" include Members of Rajya Sabha (Council of 
States) and Lok Sabha (House of the People ); 

" Ministers" includes the Prime Minister, Minister, Minister of State and 
Deputy Minister; 

(8 ) " return " means the inventory of assets submitted to the Speaker; 

(h ) “ Speaker " means the Speaker of Lok Sabha (House of the People ). 
Declaration of 3. Every Minister and every Member of Parliament shall submit to the Speaker a 

return of all the assets possessed by him and his dependents within three months after 

swearing in as a member of either House under article 99 of the Constitution . 
Annual retums. 4 . It shall also be incumbent on the part of every Minister and every Member of 

Parliament to submit annual returns of the assets held by him and his dependents in the 
month of August every year and state the reasons for increase, if any, in their assets and 

the sources thereof. 
Availability of 5. The Speaker after receiving the returns shall place them in the Parliament Library 
retums to the and true copy of a return shall be made available to any member of public on payment of 
public . 

a fcc of rupees one hundred for every return to the Parliament Library. 
Penalty for non - 6 . If any Minister or Member of Parliament fails to gubmit the return in time, he 
submission of shall cease to be a Member of Parliament and , where a Minister is not a Member of 
retums. 

Parliament, ho shall ceasc to be such a Minister. 
Penalty for 

7. In case any return is proved to be false, the Minister or the Member shall be liable 
submission of to perjury and be punishable under section 193 of Indian Penal Code . 
wrong rchus. 


45 of 1860 . 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
Corruption has been corroding the moral fibre of the nation. To root out corruption , 
the Ministers and Members of Parliament must set up an example of public morality 
which can be emulated by others. 

The Bill seeks to achieve this objoctive . 


New DELHI; 
February 13 , 1997. 


KASHIRAM RANA 
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Bill No. 43 OF 1997 


A Bill to provide for unemployment allowance to all educated unemployed persons and 

for matter connected therewith 


Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty -cighth Year of the Republic of India as 
follows: 


1. (1) This Act may be called the Unemployment Allowance Act, 1997 . 


Short titla 
autent and 
commencement 


(2 ) It extends to the whole of India. 


(3 ) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette , appoint. 


Unemployment 
Hlowence . 


2. The Central Government shall provide unemployment allowance to all 
educated unemployed youth at the rate of - 


(1) rupees one thousand per month to those who have attained the age of 
seventeen years and have passed tenth class examination ; 


( u ) rupees one thousand five hundred per month to those who have attained 
the age of eighteen years and have studied upto higher secondary and above ; 
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( ul) rupees two thousand per month to those who posses technical 
quallications in engineering , medicine, etc ., or have some other professional 
qualification . 

3. The unemployment allowance referred to in section 2 shall be paid to a person till 
he secures employment. 


Unemployment 
allowance to 
be paid all 
employment. 


Repayment of 
unemployment 
allowance . 


4. Every person who has been provided with unemployment allowance under 
provisions of this Act shall, on securing employment, repay the total unemployment 
allowance which he had received to the Government at the rate of 

(1) rupees fifty per month , if he was receiving unemployment allowance of 
rupees one thousand per month ; 

(ii) rupees one hundred per month , if he was receiving unemployment 
allowance of rupees one thousand five hundred per month ; and 

( lit ) rupees one hundred fifty , if he was receiving unemployment allowance of 
rupoes two thousand per month . 

5 . The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette , make rules 
for carrying out the purposes of this Act . 


Power to 
rules. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
The number of unemployed youth is on the increasc . The Government has failed to 
generate employment in the country. The unemployed youth have become restless and 
have started taking law into their own hands. They often fall victims to anti -social elements. 
Suicides by unemployed youth have also been reported in some cases. 

The most unfortunate fact is that even those who posses technical qualifications like 
engineering , etc , face the same problem . Liberalisation of economic policy in the country 
has also failed to generate employment in the country . Therefore , it is absolutely necessary 
that the Government should come up with some schemes for providing employment or in 
the alternate provide relief to all unemployed persons till they secure employment.Although , 
the assistance sought to be given will not be sufficient for them but nevertheless it will be 
a great help and a source of confidence to them . It has also been provided that unemployed 
youth who get unemployment allowance shall have to repay back the allowance received 
by them to the Government after they secure employment. 

The Bill seeks to achieve the above objective . 


R . SAMBASIVA RAO 


New Delhi; 
13 February, 1997. 
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FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM 


Clause 2 of the Bill provides for payment of unemployment allowance to all educated 
unemployed youth according to their qualification . 

The Bill, therefore , if enacted will involve an expenditure from the Consolidated 
Fund of India . It is estimated that an annual recurring expenditure of about rupees three 
hundred croro is likely to be involved from the Consolidated Fund of India. 

A non-recurring expenditure of about rupees one hundred crore is also likely to be 
involved . 
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- -- 


MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION 


Clause 5 of the Bill gives power to the Central Government to make rules for carrying 
out the purposes of the Bill . The rules will relate to the matters of detail only . 

The delegation of legislative power is of a normal character. 
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Bill No . 33 OF 1997 


A Bill further to amend the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation 

Act, 1961. 


Be it enacted by Parliament in the Forty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as, 
follows: 


1. ( 1 ) This Act may be called the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corpora 
tion ( Amendment) Act, 1997. 


Short title and 
commence 
ment, 


(2 ) It shall be come into force on such date as the Central Government may, by 
notification in the Official Gazette , appoint. 


2 . In section 16 of the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantec Corporation Act, 
1961, 


Amendment of 
section 16 . 


47 of 1961. 


(i) in sub -section (1 ), 


(a ) in the second proviso , for the words “ one thousand and five hundred 
rupees " , the words " five lakh rupees " shall be substituted ; 
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(b ) in the third proviso, for the words " one thousand and five hundred 
rupees", the words " five lakh rupees" shall be substituted ; and 

( ii) in sub - section (4), in clause (b ) for the words " one thousand and five 
hundred rupoes " , the words " five lakh rupees " , shall be substituted . 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS 
Under the provisions of the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation 
Act, 1961, deposits in banks up to Rs. 1 ,500 arc guaranteed by the Central Government. 
In pursuance of the power vested with the Deposit Insurance Corporation , the ceiling was 
enhanced from time to time. It was increased to rupees thirty thousand in 1980 and finally 
to rupees one lakh with effect from 1 May, 1993 . 

As a result of the securities scam which came to light in April 1992 and rocked the 
entire Banking system , two Banks viz . the Bank of Karad and the Metropolitan Coopera 
tive Bank Limited were liquidated .Many pensioners, labour organisations like Mathadi 
workers, other social organisations, had their deposits with these two Banks. Thesc per 
sons lost their hard earned money as the insurance cover for bank deposits was very much 
limited . 

Keeping in view the inflation and also to re- establish the confidence of the people 
in Banking system , it is necessary to increase the ceiling of insurance cover for deposits 
in banks upto rupees five lakh . 

The Bill seeks to achieve the above object . 


RAM NAIK 


New Delhi; 
February 19, 1997 . 


S . GOPALAN , 
Secretary -General. 
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